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Section A:  Project & Eligibility 

 
Name of Project/District:   Muscatine Reinvestment District 

 

Date Submitted:   February 3, 2015 

 

Application Type:  Final 

 

Applicant:    City of Muscatine 

 

Contact:    Gregg Mandsager 

     City Administrator 

     215 Sycamore 

     Muscatine, IA 52761 

     563-263-1550 

     gmandsager@muscatineiowa.gov 

 

     Rebecca Howe 

     President 

     Riverview Hotel Developers 

     770-630-8414      

     rhowe@riverviewhoteldev.com 

 

Federal Identification No: 426005008 
 
Size of Proposed District: 24.9 acres 
 

Parcels Contiguous?  Yes 

 

  

mailto:gmandsager@muscatineiowa.gov
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Section A.1:  City of Muscatine Resolution for IRD 
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A.2:  Enterprise Zone/Urban Renewal Documentation 

 
A.2.1:  Urban Renewal Map 
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 A.2.2:  Urban Renewal Resolution   
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A.3:  Map of Muscatine Reinvestment District 

 

 

 
 
 



 9 

A.4:  Property Owner Information 
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NOTE:   

 

Parcel ids with Deed Information but with missing addresses are due to: 

1) Parcel has no structures on the lots (i.e. parking lots, railroad tracks, parkland, 

etc.) and therefore contains no address.  

2) Parcel contains a building that straddles a parcel line. in such cases only the 

parcels that contains the majority of the building is addressed. 

 

Parcel ids 1302226000 and 1302205000 contain multiple deed owners.  

 

A.5:  Legal Description of IRD District Boundary 

 
That territory bounded by a line extended as follows:  Beginning at a point at the center 

of the intersection of the east right-of-way line of Pine Street and the south right-of-way 

line of Alley #2; thence northeasterly along the south right-of-way line of Alley #2 to an 

intersection with the west right-of-way line of Walnut Street; thence southeasterly along 

the west right-of-way line of Walnut Street to an intersection with the north right-of-way 

line of 2nd Street; thence southwesterly along the north right-of-way line of 2nd Street to 

intersection with the west right-of-way line of Cedar Street; thence southeasterly along 

the west right-of-way line of Cedar Street to intersection with the north right-of-way line 

of Mississippi Drive; thence southwesterly along the north right-of-way line of 

Mississippi Drive to intersection with the west right-of-way line of Sycamore Street; 

thence southeasterly along the west right-of-way line of Sycamore Street and then an 

extension of the west right-of-way line of Sycamore Street to the intersection with the 

west bank of the Mississippi River; thence southwesterly along the west bank of the 

Mississippi River to intersection with an extension of the east right-of-way line of 

Chestnut Street and then the east right-of-way line of Chestnut Street to an intersection 

with the north right-of-way line of Mississippi Drive; thence southwesterly along the 

north right-of-way line of Mississippi Drive to the intersection with the west line of 

parcel described as Lots 4 & 5 of Block 8 of Original Town; thence northwesterly along 

the west line of said parcel to intersection with the south right-of-way line of Alley #1; 

thence northeasterly along the south right-of-way line of Alley #1 to an intersection with 

east right-of-way line of Pine Street; thence northwesterly along the east right-of-way line 

of Pine Street to the point beginning. 
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A.6:  Documentation of Benefit to Real Property 

 
A.6.1:  Summary of Properties 
The project consists of 3 main parcels of property that will undergo renovations.  

 

Hotel Property 

The hotel property will reside at 119 Mississippi Drive West, Muscatine, IA.  This 

property, identified by parcel id. 1302226031, consists of 0.45 acres of land and a 

8750 square foot metal building built in 1975. It is considered a blighted area 

within the downtown community, as the building is currently uninhabited.  The 

Project intends to tear down the 39 year old metal structure and build a 4-star 

luxury boutique hotel and conference center in its place.   

 

Parking Structure Property 

The parking structure property will reside at 112 2nd Street, Muscatine, IA.  This 

parcel, identified by parcel ids 13022260006, 1302226009, 1302226012 (partial), 

and 1302226014 (partial), consists of an asphalt parking lot with 66 rentable 

parking spaces. The project intends to resurface the current lot and add a 1.5 story 

controlled access parking structure with an estimated 106 spaces. 

 

Parking Lot Property 

The parking lot property will reside at 215 Mississippi Drive West. Muscatine, 

IA.  This property, identified by parcel ids. 1302205019 and 1302205035, 

consists of 0.69 acre lot and 15,720 square foot concrete/brick building and 

concrete lot which is also considered blighted.  Currently, the Chophouse 

restaurant resides in this building but is failing and not expected to survive past 

2nd quarter 2015. The Project intends to resurface the parking lot, add landscaping 

and install parking barriers creating an estimated 59 space controlled access 

parking structure. Possible future uses for the building are  (1) an extension of the 

hotel should demand exceed supply or (2) mixed use building containing 

riverfront condos, additional parking, restaurant and retail.   

 

Green Space Property (Potential) 

There is a potential for green space property to be included within the project.  

This property consists of a dated two-tier parking lot located between the Hotel 

Property and the current Pearlview Condominiums.  The Pearlview Condo 

Association currently owns the property and the Project is currently in talks with 

the Association over its acquisition.  The Project’s intent with this property would 

be to convert the existing parking lot into ADA parking, new parking spaces, a 

covered, heated walkway to connect the Pearlview Condominiums (which 

contains 2 restaurant sites and a bar) with the new hotel and conference center.  In 

addition, part of the parking lot will be converted into a green space with a 

planned sculpture park on the riverside of the lot.  This will result in enhanced 

beautification of the Mississippi Drive corridor, ADA parking, and year round 

access from hotel to restaurant and bar facilities located in the Pearlview 

Condominiums.   
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Benefits to the Project’s real properties can be identified via County Assessor Property 

Tax Assessment and Appraised Assessment.   

 

A.6.2: County Assessor Property Tax Assessment Post-Enhancement 

 
Property Values &Tax Rates  

Current vs. Expected Post-Enhancement 

PROPERTY CURRENT POST 

ENHANCEMENT 

Hotel Property Tax Assessment Value:  

$192,360 

Tax Assessment Value:  

$12,245,280 

 Annual Property 

Taxes: 

$6375 

Annual Property Taxes: 

$442,993 

Parking Structure Property Tax Assessment Value: 

$102,000 

Tax Assessment Value 

$3,406,700 

 Annual Property 

Taxes:  

$3630 

$123,293 

Parking Lot  Property n/a1 n/a1 

Green Space Property n/a2 n/a2 

1 Parking Lot Property is not part of the TIF and therefore we currently do not have a current tax assessed 

value.  Phase I enhancements will be minimal to include resurfacing, landscaping and parking control.  This 

property was purchased to reduce the cost of the parking garage and create a more economical design for 

required hotel and conference center parking.  Future plans include an adaptive reuse of the building on this 

property at a later date. 

 
2 

Green Space Property is a potential property that would add future enhancement to not only The Project 

but also the downtown riverfront.   These enhancement include: green space, sculpture garden, ADA 

parking and heated, covered walkway between The Stanley Hotel and the Pearlview Condos (which include 

2 restaurants and 1 bar facility). The Project is currently in initial negotiations with the condo association at 

the Pearlview Condos. 

 

NOTES: 

1:  Current tax assessment values and annual property taxes were taken from current appraisals created in 

2014 by Koestner, McGivern & Associates of Davenport, Iowa (EXHIBIT A:  PROPERTY 

APPRAISALS). 

2:  Post enhancement tax assessment values were taken from Muscatine County Assessor document dated 

10/10/2014  (EXHIBIT D.3 COUNTY ASSESSOR TAX ASSESSED LAND VALUATION). 

3: Annual Property Taxes were derived using the property tax rate of .04019622.  (Tax Assessed Building 

Value * .90 * .401622) 
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ANTICIPATED PROPERTY TAXES  

20 YEAR SPAN 
Hotel Property 20 year anticipated property taxes 8,859,860.00 

Parking Structure 20 anticipated property taxes 2,465,860.00 

TOTAL 20 ANTICIPATED PROPERTY TAXES $11,325,720.00 

Less TIF 6,000,000.00 

TOTAL 20 YR ANTICIPATED PROPERTY TAX AFTER 

TIFF 

$5,325,720.00 

 

 

 

A.6.3:  Appraised Value Post Enhancement 

 
Three methods were used to estimate the value of the properties post enhancement.  

These methods were then averaged.   

 
Method 1 

Replacement Value Approach 

Project Construction Costs $41,000,000 

Hotel Property Value ($380,000) 

Parking Structure Property Value ($350,000) 

Parking Lot Property Value ($150,000) 

Total Est. Project Replacement Value $40,120,000 
NOTES: 

1:  Property Values are based on 2014 Appraisals prepared by Koestner, McGivern&Associates of 

Davenport, IA. (EXHIBIT A: PROPERTY APPRAISALS) 

2:  Land values were deduced from the Project Costs (lines 2-4) 

3:  Parking Lot Property has a land valued at $150K within current appraisal and a building value of 660K.  

Therefore, line 4 of table shows 150K rather than the full appraised value of $810K.   

4:  Hotel Property currently has metal building erected on property.  However appraisal does not break out 

appraised value at land vs. property.  It is believed that the metal building hold little value and therefore 

conservatively the full appraised value was defined as land value as seen in Line 2 of table.  

 

 

  
Method 2:   

Income Value Approach 

Cash Flow From Operations – Year 3 $2,831,244 

Capitalization Rate 8% 

Est. Income Approach Value $35,390,550 
NOTES: 

1:   Cash Flow From Operations take from Income Proforma – Year 3 (See B.4.11.3) 

2:   Year 3 is considered stabilization year for operations 

3:   8% capitalization rate based on current proforma.  (Conservative approach). 
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Method 3: 

Market Value Approach 

Cash Flow From Operations – Year 3 $2,831,244 

Capitalization Rate 7% 

Est. Market Approach Value   $40,446,340 
NOTES: 

1:   Cash Flow From Operations taken from Income Proforma – Year 3 (B.4.11.3) 

2:   Year 3 is considered stabilization year for operations 

3:   7% capitalization rate based on what current similar properties are trading at for last 12 months.   

 

  

Conclusion: 

Post Enhancement Market Appraisal Value of Land 

Replacement Approach $40,120,000.00 

Income Approach $35,180,163.00 

Market Value Approach $40,446,340.00 

Post Enhancement Market Appraisal 

Value 

$38,582,170.00 

NOTES: 

1:  Post Enhancement Market Appraisal Value = Average of the 3 above 3 methods 

2:  Current 2014 Appraised Market Value of the 4 Properties (including land & buildings) =  $1,690,000 

(including 150K allocated for the purchase of the Green Space Property which is currently in negotiations). 

 

 

A.6.4:  Benefit to IRD District Properties Outside Defined Project 

 
In addition to the increased value in the properties that The Project intends to purchase 

and renovate, it is expected that property values overall within downtown Muscatine to 

also increase once The Project is completed and stabilized.   The hotel is expected to 

bring in approximately 80+ additional people into the downtown community per day (at 

72% occupancy).  Note that this does not include additional headcount that will be 

associated with the conference center.  These additional people will pull revenues into 

downtown and create additional demand for food/bar revenue, entertainment, and retail 

thereby lifting the property values of the downtown community via the newly created 

demand within the area.  The additional business and recreational activity drawn to 

downtown Muscatine will increase demand for properties within the IRD district thereby 

increasing property values through property renovations and enhancements to meet the 

new foor/beverage, entertainment, and retail demand that the Project will create 

(EXHIBIT E: COUNTY TAX ASSESSOR LETTER).   
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Section B: 

District Project 
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B.1:  Proposed District Projects 

 
Proposed Project Total Cost 
Hotel Stanley and Conference Center $41,550,000 

  

 $41,550,000 

 

 

B.2:  Amount of State Assistance Required 

 
The amount of state assistance needed is $10,000,000. 

 

 

B.3:  Description of Use of State Assistance Within IRD District 

 
The IRD State Assistance of $10 million will be used to secure the USDA $21 million dollar 

loan and aid in the repayment of the USDA loan. 
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B.4:  Hotel Stanley & Conference Center Project 

 
B.4.1:  Executive Summary 

 
The Project’s intent is to construct a hotel, convention center and parking facility in 

downtown Muscatine, Iowa. The Company currently assesses the Project to include a 

112-room hotel with amenities including fitness and pool/spa facilities. In addition, The 

Project will contain 12,732 square feet of premium conference space housed within the 

hotel. Included in the conference room square footage will be a 6th floor ballroom with 

reception and a1250 square foot terrace, which will take optimum advantage of the river 

views. Parking will be accommodated in an estimated 189 spaces, access controlled 

parking garage/parking lot located next to the hotel. The hotel will be connected to the 

Pearl Plaza Condominiums (which include 2 restaurants and 1 bar) via a covered 

walkway system.  

 

The Project is situated in the city of Muscatine, Iowa.  It is a historic town beautifully 

placed on the Mississippi River, next to the Quad Cities of Iowa and Illinois and 

southeast of Iowa City, Iowa. Within a 6-hour radius of Muscatine are 17 major cities, 

which include Chicago, Milwaukee, Kansas City, Omaha, and St. Louis. The Project area 

lies in the heart of the city along Mississippi Drive and overlooks a pristine river park, 

which has been tastefully revitalized to include trails, a boathouse, restrooms, launching 

areas and several venues for people to gather. Unspoiled river vistas will dominate the 

majority of the hotel and conference center views. Plans to improve the streetscapes of 

Iowa Avenue and Mississippi Drive are current outstanding projects to be implemented 

by the city. Muscatine has also been designated a Blue Zone which is a geographic area 

that promotes a healthy lifestyle. In addition, the city of Muscatine plans to provide 

additional amenities to the riverfront, such as a band shell, recreational facilities, and 

“sitting” stairs leading to the water’s edge.  Several renovation projects to bring 

residential housing into the downtown area have been completed and match the historic 

nature of the city. Future additional residential projects are outstanding with the city. In 

addition, the downtown is quite unique for Iowa in that it is home to many large 

companies, charitable foundations and financial institutions. 

 

While Muscatine is a vibrant community with a forward drive toward revitalization, 

independent research has found that much of the city’s retail, restaurant, and 

accommodation activity are going elsewhere due to lack of facilities. External studies 

show that although guest room and meeting space demand is solid, the beneficiaries of 

this demand are surrounding cities such as Iowa City, Cedar Rapids, and the Quad Cities. 

This is due primarily to the lack of quality facilities in Muscatine. The leakage of 

conference room space is similar in that demand from the city’s business community is 

high but availability of quality conference space low. This lack of facilities again drives 

businesses to seek quality guest rooms and conference space outside of Muscatine. 

Similarly, significant retail and restaurant dollars flow out of downtown Muscatine due to 

lack of a solid downtown infrastructure. Muscatine tourism is virtually nonexistent even 

with the superior river front promenade due to lack of facilities located on or near the 
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riverfront. 

 

The Project was conceived to create an infrastructure to sustain economic growth within 

the city of Muscatine. The planned four-star boutique luxury hotel and conference 

complex will create the necessary facilities required to create a foundation for sustainable 

economic growth within the downtown area. The hotel, with commanding river views, 

will provide the necessary lodging needs not only to meet the requirements of 

Muscatine’s business community but also draw in external business demand from other 

cities, both near and far. The state of the art conference center, also with commanding 

river views, will satisfy the business community meeting space needs as well as also pull 

in demand from other Iowa and Illinois cities. This conference center will be structured 

for optimum use and will contain meeting spaces for parties as large as 377 down to 

smaller meeting rooms to accommodate break out meetings. In addition, this space will 

be utilized for community meetings such as family reunions, athletic venues, political 

meetings, entertainment venues, and weddings. The 6th floor ballroom will contain 4535 

square feet of meeting space, including a 1250 square foot terrace overlooking 

Muscatine’s pristine riverfront. The hotel will also contain a luxury spa, fitness and pool 

venue. 

 

Based on the PKF Economic Impact Study, the Project, in addition to providing returns, 

would serve as an economic engine for the community, providing ancillary revenues for 

the state of Iowa as well as Muscatine. State-wise, the project will have an overall 

employment impact of 548 jobs.  Within Muscatine, construction jobs over a 2 year 

period will be in excess of 100 jobs.  The Project will have an overall employment impact 

from operations of approximately 83 jobs annually, of which 70 will be direct jobs within 

the project.  In addition, while the Project plans to house a small food/bar service area 

within the lobby of the hotel, the majority of the Project’s food service requirements will 

be pulled from external downtown restaurants. This will include catering for conference 

space food service requirements. By partnering with the city and taking full advantage of 

the riverfront park, the Project will bring a significant increase in tourism to the 

downtown community and in turn aid in the growth of both retail and restaurant dollars 

within the downtown area as well as increase overall downtown property values. 

 

The Company equity to debt structure is planned at $20,200,000 in equity/grants and 

$21,350,000 in debt funding. The Company’s projections for the hotel call for positive 

EBITDA in year 2 is estimated to have an IRR of 14% as projected in the most current 

Pro-Forma. 

 

B.4.2:  Description 

 
PROJECT TYPE:  New Construction.  Hotel, Conference Center, Parking Structure 

 

 Muscatine Iowa is a historic city beautifully located on the Mississippi River, 

strategically located next to the Quad Cities of Iowa and Illinois.  The downtown area 

overlooks the river park, which has been completely revitalized to include trails, a 

boat house, restrooms, playgrounds, a splash park, a ice skating rink, a basketball 
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court, launching areas, a marina, and several venues for people to gather including 

activities such as kayaking, canoeing, sailboats, paddle boats, bicycling, running and 

walking.   

 The landscape on the other side of the river in Illinois is a pristine and pastoral view 

from downtown Muscatine.  The view of the river valley includes the Mississippi 

River, the islands and sandbars on the edges of the channel, and an undeveloped 

riverbank located on the opposing side of the river.  Much of this view is state and/or 

federally owned with little chance of development in the foreseeable future. 

 Downtown Muscatine is the home to many major companies including HNI 

Industries, Allsteel, Kent Corporation, Monsanto, Stanley Consulting, The Roy S 

Carver Charitable Trust, Bandag (Bridgestone), Central State Bank, First National 

Bank, Community Bank of Muscatine, and governmental offices. 

 Much of the downtown area has been renovated to honor the old buildings, heritage 

and culture of the city.  This provides an excellent foundation for tourism.  

 The city of Muscatine, in conjunction with notable walkability consultant Dan Burden 

are working together to renovate Mississippi Drive, Iowa Avenue and the river park 

to enhance the walkability factor of downtown Muscatine.  Noted for his involvement 

in the creation of Seaside. Florida, Dan has also been recognized by the White House 

as a Champion of Change for his efforts to make places more walkable.  Dan has also 

been named the Top 100 Urban Thinkers of all time by Planetizen.  Dan is co-founder 

of the WALC Institute, services on the board of advisors for Walkscore, and is 

Director of Innovation and Inspiration for Blue Zones, LLC. Through the city’s work 

with Dan, a renovation plan has been developed.  Iowa Avenue will connect the 

center of town to the river via a beautiful streetscape including pavers, lighting, and 

landscaping.  Mississippi Drive will be converted to a boulevard with dedicated turn 

lanes, roundabouts and landscaping.  In addition, the city of Muscatine plans to 

implement additional amenities to the river park, including a band shell.  Several 

other streets and areas of downtown Muscatine are also targeted for further 

renovation.  

 Muscatine earned certification as a Blue Zones Community on July 30, 2014. The 

Blue Zones Project, based on principles developed by Dan Buettner, author of the 

books "Blue Zones" and "Thrive," offers research and information targeted at helping 

people live longer, better lives by changing their environment and lifestyle. The Blue 

Zones Project is part of Gov. Terry Branstad's Healthiest State Initiative. It is 

sponsored by Wellmark Blue Cross and Blue Shield and Healthways. 

 The Project will include a 6 floor 4 star boutique hotel and conference center with a 

controlled access parking structure and parking lot. 

 The lobby level amenities of the hotel will include the front desk, a sundries shop, a 

food and beverage court, a bar, executive board room, and luxury lounge seating. In 

addition, the lobby will house a fitness center, spa and indoor pool.  These 

spa/fitness/pool facilities will be available year round to guests and club members 

(Muscatine residents will be able to utilize the facilities by joining the fitness club).  

 The Hotel Stanley and Conference Center will boast 112 luxury guest rooms, 

extended stay rooms and 2 two bedroom presidential suites extended over 5 floors. 
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 The Conference Center will include 12732 feet of state of the art meeting and 

reception space.  The 4353 square foot ballroom will have the ability to hold up to 

377 people in a pillar-less environment. Other conference room space strategically 

divided for 5-200 people will be placed with the 5th and 6th floors.  In addition, an 

executive boardroom will be placed on the lower lobby level.  All facilities will 

include state of the art technology and furnishings.  A banquet kitchen and warming 

room will be placed within the hotel to allow for catered events.   

 Parking for the hotel and conference center will be accommodated within a 2.5 level 

parking garage as well as surface parking, accommodating 189 places.  ADA parking 

will be placed between the Hotel Stanley and Pearlview Condominiums.   

 The Hotel Stanley and Conference Center will be connected via a heated and covered 

walkway system to the Pearlview Condominiums, which currently houses 2 

restaurants and 1 bar.   

 Outside plans are in process to convert the existing parking lots between the Stanley 

Hotel and the Pearlview Condominiums into ADA parking and a park-like setting 

contain a heated covered walkway system, landscaping and sculpture garden.  This 

will allow guests to have easy access to the two restaurants and one bar that are 

located in the Pearlview Condominiums.   

 The project plan includes the use of an affiliate.  An affiliate provides guest room 

night generation through a branded project for marketing and sales.  Potential 

affiliates include Leading Hotels of the World, Preferred Hotels, and Discovery 

Hotels and Resorts. 

 The project plan includes the selection of a management company to provide day to 

day management of the hotel and conference center.  This includes operations, sales, 

marketing, engineering, housekeeping, accounting, and reporting.  The management 

company will be chosen approximately 1 year in advance of opening and will be 

through a third party qualified organization such as Innkeepers Hospitality Services, 

Boutique Hospitality Management, Kimpton Hotels and Resort, Broughton Hotels, 

and Scottford Hospitality. 

 
B.4.3: Project Impetus  

 
In the summer of 2013, Scottford Enterprises was hired to determine the viability of a 

hotel and conference center in downtown Muscatine (EXHIBIT G: 2013 SCOTTFORD 

ENTERPRISES MARKET FEASIBILITY STUDY).  The findings of this report show 

that there is a tremendous amount of leakage (business dollars going to other cities), in 

the hotel, restaurant, retail and other service sectors.  This leakage ranges from 23% to 

75% of business dollars leaving the community in the above sectors primarily due to the 

lack of supporting facilities in Muscatine (EXHIBIT F: BUXTON REPORT - 2014).  

This information was reconfirmed with a second independent market feasibility study 

done by PKF (see section B.4.17).  Notably, in the hotel sector there is currently only 1 

hotel (out of a total of 8) that the corporations of Muscatine are using for corporate 

travelers, vendors and corporate meetings.  The rest of the business demand is leaving 

Muscatine for better facilities in outlying communities.  In addition, many corporations 
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are concerned by the difficulty they incur recruiting qualified personnel due to lack of 

amenities.  Of the white-collar employees that are recruited, many live outside the city 

limits of Muscatine, choosing Iowa City or the Quad Cities.  For example, of the 

executive officers of HNI, only two reside in Muscatine proper.  Also, amenities such as 

retail, recreation, and food and beverage establishments have a difficult time establishing 

footing in the downtown area.  Without a steady demand, these establishments cannot 

survive and because of this, the rate of success for business such as these is very low.   

 

Downtown Muscatine has several critical needs: 

 

 Need to create economic sustainability for the downtown area 

 Need to create an economic engine that will provide a foundation to make 

downtown businesses thrive 

 Need to create a capital infusion into the downtown area to invigorate the retail, 

restaurant and tourism markets 

 Need for quality 4-star hotel rooms to service the business and tourist 

 Need for quality state of the art conference space to service local and regional 

businesses 

 Need to drive tourism into the downtown community by utilizing the riverfront 

and historic district. 

 Need to improve employment and recruitment percentages 

 Need to improve the tax base 

 

Outside independent studies have confirmed that by creating a 4 start luxury boutique 

hotel and conference center supported by a parking structure and green space, the needs 

of downtown Muscatine can be met.   

 

The Hotel Stanley and Conference will create a sustainable economic engine for the 

community in terms of: 

 

 Hotel & Conference Revenue 

 Retail Revenue 

 Restaurant Revenue 

 Tourism Revenue 

 Improved Employment Recruitment for White Collar 

 

These revenues will be supported by the estimated 70+ people/day that will be infused 

into the Muscatine economy via the hotel and conference center.  This strengthening of 

the infrastructure will improve the overall quality of amenities in the downtown area. 

 

The project will gain maximum economic impact by working in concert with the city of 

Muscatine and the city’s ongoing projects.  These projects include: 

 

 Additional renovations to the riverfront park to include more recreational 

amenities including a band shell.   
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 Renovation of Iowa Ave and Mississippi Drive to improve its walkability and 

drive demand down to the riverfront. 

 Restoration/Renovations of historic buildings including a 2nd Floor project to 

create livable condo-style space on the second floors of historic buildings in 

downtown Muscatine. 

 

It is apparent that the time is now to implement this project.  It will not only support itself 

but also aid as an infrastructure to many additional downtown projects in the works.   

 

 
B.4.4: Sources and Uses    
    
 

THE HOTEL STANLEY & CONFERENCE CENTER 
Funding Uses5 Sourcing Uses 

Land Acquisition4 1,690,000 Equity  
Architectural Design 795,251 HIF1 12,000,000 
Engineering Design 709,922 Chen Lujun 4,000,000 
Interior Design 286,050 MHI Fund LLC 2,000,000 
Site Prep 1,244,115 Kent Corporation 2,000,000 
Construction Admin 3,471,103   
Building Construction 20,548,115 Grant  
FF&E 1,764,534 HNI Furniture Grant 200,000 
OS&E 1,622,668 Debt  
Pre-Opening Costs 1,729,505 USDA Loan2 21,000,000 
Other 3,455,229 MMRLF3 350,000 
Contingency 4,233,508   
Total Project 
Budget 

$41,550,000 Total Funding 
Sources 

$41,550,000 

1  HIF = Howe Investment Fund 
2  USDA loan includes $7,350,000 commitment split equally between thee Muscatine banks (Central 
State bank, First National Bank, and Community Bank & Trust) 
3  MMRLF = Mercer Muscatine Revolving Loan Fund.  This loan includes $25,000 commitment from 

Muscatine County and  $62,500 commitment from city of Muscatine.   

4  Land acquisition funds include an allocation of $150K for the acquisition of the Green Space 
property.  The Company is currently in negotiations over this property.  This property acquisition a 
project and community enhancement and will not affect the project negatively should it not be 
acquired. 
5  See EXHIBIT J: BUDGET SUMMARY GROUPED BY IRD SPECIFIC EQUITY ALLOCATION FOR 
APPLICATION 
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B.4.5: Project Team 
 

We have been able to assemble an outstanding and creative hospitality oriented 

construction, design, marketing, and consulting team.  All of the individual companies 

are the top of their respective fields.  Out key players include: 
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B.4.5.1:  Project Key Players 

 

Stanley Hotel and Conference Center 

 Rebecca Howe, President 

 James Howe, CFO 

 Andy MacLellan, COO 

 

Scottford Enterprises (Hotel/Hospitality Consultants) 

 Scott MacLellan – Account Director 

 Jack Knudsten – Development and Project Management Services 

 Matt Viglietta – Project Manager 

 

CLO Design (Interior Design) 

 Robert Clark, IIDA – Principal 

 Hank S. Lo – Principal 

 

Merit Construction Company 

 Scott Pantel – Vice President 

 Tom Amosson – CEO 

 

Solum Lang  (Architect) 

 Dale Solum – Founding Partner 

 Brad Lang – Founding Partner 

 

HLB Gross Collins (CPA) 

 Pauline Reynolds – CPA, CFP, CM&AA 

 

Belin McCormick (Legal) 

 Garth Adams – Partner 

 

Carl Walker (Parking Garage Consultants) 

 Russ Randall – Partner 

 

Lester & Associates (Marketing Communications) 

 T. David Lester – Principal 
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B.4.5.2:  The Hotel Stanley and Conference Center Key Players  
 

Rebecca Howe 

 
Rebecca Howe, until recently was a Managing Partner in Signature Shutters, 

focusing on the sales, marketing and distribution portions of the business.  During 

her tenure, Rebecca grew sales by expanding the market nationwide via a pack 

and ship distribution system as well as developing strong distribution ties with 

several big box retailers across the nation. 

 

Prior to Signature Shutters, Rebecca spent 6 years with Kurt Salmon Associates, a 

key consultant in retail, health and distribution.  During her tenure at KSA, 

Rebecca managed projects that emphasized the re-engineering of businesses and 

manufacturing processes.  In addition, Rebecca played key roles in developing 

new manufacturing and marketing strategies for the apparel industry as well as 

developing and implementing state of the art distribution systems for large retail 

firms.  From her tenure with this firm, Rebecca gained a solid understanding of 

strategic planning, project management, marketing, distribution, and 

manufacturing. 

 

Rebecca received her BBA undergraduate degree from Drake University.  

Rebecca continued her education at the University of Iowa receiving her MBA in 

international business.  During her MBA, Rebecca was chosen to intern with 

Russia’s Finance Ministry in a program driven by the University of Manchester in 

England. 

 

Rebecca will be devoted full time to the implementation of the project in the 

capacity of President and will add value to the project through strategic 

management, project implementation, and marketing. 

 

James Howe 

 

Jim Howe is currently the primary Managing Partner at Signature Shutters.  

During his tenure at Signature Shutters, James has managed to grow the business 

throughout the South and the East Coast.  James has expanded the company into 

carrying a full line of window treatments as well as manufacturing custom, made 

to order wooden shutters sold throughout the United States. 

 

James received his BBA undergraduate degree from the University of Iowa in 

finance and management information systems.  James continued his education at 

Duke University’s Fuqua School of Business, receiving is MBA in Finance.   

 

James spent six years in management at HNI Corporation.  During that time, he 

developed a deep appreciation for all aspects of operations, finance, and business 

management.  He held a variety of positions within the company allowing him to 

maximize his skills and understanding of business philosophies.   
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His current interest in this project is to add value through strategic planning and 

financial management. 

 

James has strong ties to the Muscatine Community through the Howe Foundation. 
 
Andrew MacLellan 

 

Born and raised in Mexico City, Andy has lived and worked in Europe, Latin 

America and the USA.  Andy has an immense multi-cultural background.  Andy 

has extensive experience in hotel management, development, renovation and 

development of resort communities.  The breadth of this experience spans more 

than 30 years, with three of the industry’s leaders.  For 18 years, Andy worked his 

way through the ranks of the Westin Hotels and Resorts to achieve the senior 

officer position in the management of the Resort Division. 

 

After developing the award winning Westin La Paloma in Tuscan, Arizona, Andy 

created the Resort Division for Westin by putting together world class resorts 

such as the Mauna Kea (Hawaii), The Arizona Biltmore (Phoenix), Las Brisas 

(Acapulco), Las Hadas (Manzanillo, Mexico), and the Westin Kauai to name a 

few.   

 

In 1990, Andy accepted the position of Vice President and Managing Director of 

company owned, managed, and leased properties for Holiday Inn Worldwide 

(now Intercontinental Hotels and Resorts).  

 

In 1993, he founded the Austin Lomas Group (ALG) for the purpose of acquiring 

and managing hotels to take advantage of the rebound in the hotel industry.  ALG 

owned and managed 11 hotels and was a partner with Robert Redford in the 

Sundance Resort in Sundance, Utah.   

 

In 1995, Andy founded Scottford Enterprises, LLC.  Scottford Enterprises was 

contracted by the Atlanta Committee for the Olympic Games to provide 

accommodation services for the HOST Campus Network at residence facilities 

that included Georgia colleges and universities, the Georgia International Horse 

Park and the Atlanta Union Mission.  Scottford converted these facilities to 

accommodate approximately 13,000 officials, press, staff, volunteers and other 

guest during the Olympic Games period. 

 

In 1998, Andy was named President and Chief Operation Officer of Dolce 

International, the global leader in the Conference Center Hotels & Resort 

business.  After joining Dolce, the company grew from 10 hotels to 27 hotels, 

resorts and conference centers and was represented in 8 countries with revenues 

topping $300MM annually.  In 2001, Andy was named Vice Chairman and Chief 

Operation Officer and in 2002, he moved to Paris to further the growth of Dolce 

International in Europe.  During his tenure, Dolce established itself as the premier 
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conference and resort destination company in Europe.  Dolce is the only 

international company that specifically targets the large multi-national 

corporations for conference business.   

 

Most recent project include: 

 Predevelopment for the JetBlue Lodge, Orlando, FL 

 Development Plan for Domaine de la Brie, Euro-Disney, Paris 

 Development Plan for mixed use development in the French Quarter, New 

Orleans 

 Development Plan for the University of Kentucky Hotel and Conference 

Center 

 Development Plan for Prescott Resort and Resort Community 

 Development of Cinnamon Shore (www.cinnamonshore,com), a new 

urbanism beachside community 

 Repositioning Plan for Makaha Resort and Golf Club, Oahu 

 Repositioning Plan for Lake Okanagan Resort, Kelowna, BC 

 Management of the Makaha Resort and Golf Club 

 Management of the Lake Okanagan Resort 

 Develop of Atlanta Airport Hotel 

 

 

  

http://www.cinnamonshore,com/
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B.4.6: Expected  Milestone Timeline 
 

B.4.6.1:  Summary Milestone Timeline 
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B.4.6.2:   Detailed Milestone Timeline 
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B.4.7:  Project Detailed Construction Budget 
 

B.4.7.1:   Summary Construction Budget 
 
 Hotel & CC Garage  

Building SF 105,750 SF 108 Stalls  

   Total 

 Hotel Budget 
12/13/14 

Garage Budget 
12/13/14 

Hotel & 
Garage 

Construction    
Building Construction    

Substructure 2,394,429 - 2,394,429 
Shell 3,688,595 - 3,688,595 

Interiors 8,163,146 - 8,183,146 
Services 6,757,953 - 6,757,953 

Parking Garage    
Substructure - 742,487 742,487 

Shell  1,130,485 1,130,485 
Interiors  45,076 45,076 
Services  227,000 227,000 

Subtotal Merit Budget Estimate 21,024,124 2,145,048 23,169,172 

Contractor Markups 2,160,597 232,712 2,393,309 

Subtotal  Construction 23,184,721 2,377,760 25,562,481 
Construction Cost/SF $219/SF $22,106/Stall  

Site/Landscaping    
Greenspace & Surface Level Parking - 497,015 497,015 

Subtotal Site/Landscaping - 497,015 497,015 

Total Construction 23,184,721 2,874,775 26,059,496 
Construction Costs/SF $219/SF $22,016/Stall  

Interior Design Furnishings (IDF)    
Interior Design IDF Budget    

Guestroom IDF 826,754 - 826,754 
Public Areas IDF 210,022 - 210,022 

Meeting Rooms IDF 361,430 - 361,430 
Owner IDF Budget    

Public Areas IDF 35,000 - 35,000 
Meeting Rooms IDF 47,344 - 47,344 

Back of the House IDF 75,000 - 75,000 
Site Areas IDF 25,000 - 25,000 

IDF Reserve 183,985 - 183,985 
IDF Supplements 368,964 - 368,964 

Total IDF 2,133,498 - 2,133,498 
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IDF Cost/SF $20/SF $0/stall  

Operating Supplies & Equip. (OS&E)    
Interior Designer OS&E Budget    

Guestroom OS&E 328,073 - 328,073 
Public Areas OS&E 20,160 - 20,160 

Back of the House OS&E 58,408 - 58,408 
Owner OS&E Budget    

Guestroom OS&E 158,000 - 158,000 
Public Areas (PA) OS&E 288,670 - 288,670 

Back of the House (BOH) Areas OS&E 595,500 - 595,500 
OS&E Reserve 173,857 - 173,857 

OS&E Supplements 261,168 - 261,168 

Total OS&E 1,883,837 - 1,883,837 
OS&E Costs S/F $18/SF $0/Stall  

Information Technology & Signage    
Information Technology 459,624 - 459,624 

Interior & Exterior Signage 100,000 - 100,000 

Total IT & Signage 559,624 - 559,624 
IT & Signage Cost/SF $5/SF $0/Stall  

Soft Costs    
Professional Fees 1,816,650 107,252 1,923,903 

Project Management 997,644 102,316 1,099,960 
Building Permits (in Construction)    

Legal & Accounting 25,000 - 25,000 
Sales & Use Tax 211,670 - 211,670 

Total Soft Costs 3,050,965 209,568 3,260,533 
Soft Costs/SF $29/SF $1,940/Stall  

Subtotal Budget 30,812,645 3,084,343 33,896,988 
Subtotal Budget Costs/SF $291/SF $28,559/Stall  

Contingency    
Project Contingency (10%) 3,082,292 431,216 4,233,508 

Total Contingency 3,802,292 431,216 4,233,508 

Total Budget + Contingency 33,893,910 4,236,587 38,130,497 
Total Budget Cost/SF $327/SF $39,551 Stall1  

Other Project Costs    
Land Acquisition 530,000 1,160,000 1,690,000 

Pre-Opening Costs 1,179,504 - 1,729,503 

Total Other Project Costs 1,709,504 1,160,000 3,329,503 

Total Project Costs Budget   $41,550,000 

1  Total surface parking spaces + parking garage stalls = 189 spaces.  Total Budget Cost/Space Pre-
Contingency (including Land Allocation) =  $22,457/space.  Total Budget Cost/Space Post-
Contingency (including Land Allocation) = $28,553/space.   
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Assumptions: 

1.  Merit has made the following assumption within their Hotel and Conference Center Schematic Design 

Budget Estimate. 

A.  Alley Surface replacement is included from the North edge of the new Parking Facility with a 

partial concrete pour past the garage structure to the new Hotel structure 

B.  STC 42 Glazing has been priced for all Guest Rooms and Ballroom windows only.  The 

balance of the windows will be standard 1” insulated glass. 

C.  A material cost of $20/2’x2’ pavers has been used in pricing the 6th Floor Terrace of the 

Ballroom 

D.  A 30” parapet wall and 6’ high corner structure was priced as a screening feature for the roof-

top Mechanical Equipment. 

E.  One layer of drywall in all Guestrooms was used at the ceiling and two layers in the Rooms 

under the Ballroom for noise abatement. 

 

Exclusions: 

1.  Merit has excluded the following from the current budget: 

A.  Performance Bond 

B.  All Kitchen Equipment including 6th floor Banquet Pantry.  Cost to run hook-up lines and 

connect equipment is included.  An allowance for Kitchen Equipment is being carried in OS&E. 

B.  Tests indicate that no hazardous materials are on-site and therefore no costs have been 

included to remove or depose of hazardous waste 

C.  Costs to bury current overhead pole-run utilities will be installed underground by MWPS, and 

therefore no cost for this work has been included in this budget. 

D.  No front desk pod, sundry or business center millwork has been included in budget 

2.  The following additional scope is not within our budget estimate, but has been priced: 

A.  Green space and walkway between new Hotel and Pearview Condos - $475,789 

B.  Button Factory Parking Lot Minor Site Work - $21,226 

 

Costing Guidelines: 

1.  Merit used the Schematic Design Documents dated 11/26/14 of Solum/Lang and CLO in producing the 

budget.  They obtained initial budget estimates from Sub-Trades for the following Construction Divisions:  

Demolition and Site Work, Caissons, Concrete Foundations and Flatwork, Masonry, Structural Steel, 

Finish Carpentry, Sprayed Fireproofing, Aluminum, Glass and Glazing, Doors and Hardware, Painting, 

Operable Partitions, Pool, Elevator.  Solum/Lang MEP Consultants provided a budget estimate for their 

related services. 

2.  Scottford Project Management took into consideration the economics of a Bided GMP Process and a 

dedicated design program to cost evaluate the design process moving into the Design Development Phase 

to ensure budget integrity. 

3.  IDF and OS&E pricing is a combination of CLO Design, Hatch Procurement and Scottford Project 

Management current pricing and past Project actual costs for these product categories. 

4.  Consultant Costs are based on accepted Fee Proposals for Interior Design, Contract Purchasing, and 

Project Management.  The Architectural Tee Fees are still in negotiation and have been carred as a 

percentage of the unburdened Construction Costs from 3/14/14. 

5.  Sales and Use tax for Consultants is being carried at 7%, in addition to the base professional fees. 

6.  Sales tax was calculated at 6.0% State + 1.0% Muscatine County = 7.0% total, per the following 

website:  http://www.tax-rates.org/iowa/muscatine_county_sales_tax 
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B.4.7.2:  Detailed Construction Budget 
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B.4.7.3:  Pre-opening Costs Detail 
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B.4.8:  Project Construction Cash Flows 

 
B.4.8.1:  Construction Cash Flow Summary 

 

 
 

 

 
 
Notes: 

1. Cash flow does not include land acquisition costs of  $1,690,000.  Cash flow expected 1st qtr 2015 

2. Cash flow does not include pre-opening costs of  $1,747,505.  Cash flow expected 1&2 Qtr 2017.
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B.4.8.2:  Construction Cash Flows Detail 
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B.4.9:  Operating Financials 

 
B.4.9.1:   Operating Financials Summary Years 1-5 
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B.4.9.2:  Operating Proforma – Year 1 Summary 
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 B.4.9.3:  Operating ProForma - Year 2 Summary 
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 B.4.9.4:  Operating Proforma – Year 1 Detail 

 

 

LABOR (YR1) 
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ROOM (YR1) 
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TELEPHONE (YR1) 

 

 
 

 

  



 51 

A&G (YR1) 
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FOOD & BEVERAGE (YR1) 
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SALES AND MARKETING (YR1) 
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MAINTENANCE (YR1) 
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UTILITIES (YR1) 

 

 
 

 

 



 56 

FIXED EXPENSES (YR1) 
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B.4.9.5:  Operating Proforma – Year 2 Detail 

 

LABOR (YR2) 
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ROOM (YR2) 
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TELEPHONE (YR3) 
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A&G (YR2) 
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FOOD AND BEVERAGE (YR2) 
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SALES AND MARKETING (YR2) 
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MAINTENANCE (YR2) 
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UTILITIES (YR2) 
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FIXED EXPENSES (YR2) 
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B.4.9.6:  Occupancy and Rate Projections Used in Operating Proforma – Years 1-5 
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B.4.10:  Sensitivity Analysis – Best and Worst Case Scenarios 
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B.4.11:  Debt Associated with Project  
 

This project will have $21.35 million debt associated with the project of which $21 million will 

be attributed to a USDA loan with the remaining $350K associated to the Mercer Muscatine 

Rolling Loan Fund.  $7.35 million of the USDA loan will be backed in equal portions ($2.45 

million each) by the 3 Muscatine banks:  1st National Bank of Muscatine, Central State Bank, 

and Community Bank and Trust.   

 

B.4.11.1:  USDA $21 Million Loan 

 

Status:  Sent to Federal Office awaiting final approval. 

 

See next page for loan details. 
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B.4.11.2:  Mercer Muscatine Revolving Loan Fund 

 

Amount:   $350,000 of which $25K is county funded and $62,500 is city funded. 

 

Interest Rate:  2.44% 

 

Term:  10 year max 

 

Prepayment 

Penalty: None 

 

Amortization: Straight Line 

 

Other:  10% equity required 

  Max. 1/3 of public monies in project as whole 

  Personal guarantee required (see following page for guarantee) 

 

Status:  Provisionary Approval – Awaiting Final Board Approval.   

  (EXHIBIT K:  MMRLF PROVISIONARY APPROVAL). 
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B.4.11.3:  Project Support for Debt 

 

 

Expected Case 
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Worst Case Scenario 
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B.4.12:  Equity Structure 

 

 
 

Equity Amount 

Howe Investment Fund 12,000,000 

Chen Lujun 4,000,000 

Kent Feed Corporation 2,000,0001 

MHI Fund LLC 2,000,000 

     TOTAL EQUITY  20,000,000 
Note:  Subscription Documents are located in EXHIBIT I: EQUITY SUBSCRIPTION DOCUMENTS 

1  Kent Feed Corporation subscription is currently in processing within their corporate legal department.  HIF guarantees an addition $2M as 

backing until Kent Feed Corporation processes subscription through legal department. 

 

 

 

B.4.13:  Grant Structure 
 

The Stanley Hotel and Conference Center has obtained a grant from HNI of $200,000 to be used 

toward the purchase of conference furniture for the conference center.  

 

See following page for HNI commitment letter. 
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B.4.14:  Hotel/Motel & State Sales Tax Table  

 

Accumulated from Room Revenue (20 yr span) 
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Accumulated from Sales Tax Associated with Food and Beverage (20 year span)  
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B.4.15: Land Acquisition 
 

The Stanley Hotel and Conference Center currently has options for purchase on all required land.  

(See EXHIBIT A:  PROPERTY APPRAISALS; EXHIBIT B:  LAND PURCHASE OPTIONS; 

AND EXHIBIT C: ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTS).  A fourth piece of property to be used as 

ADA parking and green space is currently in negotiations.  The properties are as follows: 

 

119 W Mississippi Drive 

This land is location of the hotel and conference center.  Purchase option is for $380,000.  All 

environmental testing has been completed and the land is determined to be free of any 

environmental hazards outside EPA standards.  Abstracts for this property have been pulled and 

reviewed.   

 

This property lies within a blighted area of downtown Muscatine and overlooks the renovated 

river park and the Mississippi River.  The hotel and conference center will replace the run down 

metal building and parking lot and will match the historic nature of the surroundings buildings 

and architecture adding to the beautification of the downtown area. 

 

Current views of the property: 
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112 2nd Street 

This land is the location for the 1.5 story parking garage.  Purchase option is for $350,000.  All 

environmental testing has been completed and the land is determined to be free of any 

environmental hazards outside EPA standards.  Abstracts for this property have been pulled and 

reviewed.   

 

This property lies within a blighted area of downtown Muscatine and has views of the renovated 

river park and the Mississippi River.  The controlled access parking structure will match the 

historic nature of the surroundings buildings and architecture adding to the beautification of the 

downtown area. 

 

Current views of the property: 
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215 W. Mississippi Drive 

 

This land is location of the hotel’s control access parking lot.  It will be across the street from the 

hotel and will provide ancillary guest parking for both the hotel and conference center.  Purchase 

option is for $810,000.  No environmental testing or abstract look-ups have been completed to 

date.  However, based on the environmental testing that has been done in the area as well as the 

history of the property, it is expected that the property will be free of hazards.  Environmental 

testing and abstract review is scheduled for first quarter 2015. 

 

This property lies within a blighted area of downtown Muscatine and overlooks the renovated 

river park and the Mississippi River.  The current parking lot will be resurfaced and landscaped 

to match the downtown river park.  Control access equipment will be added at access points 

within the lot.  Also on this lot is a 8000 sq foot building which currently contains a restaurant.  

Future plans will be to renovate the building as an adapt and reuse project taking advantage of 

the historic tax credits available to the building.   
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This property was added as a more feasible alternative to adding additional floors to the 2nd 

Avenue parking structure.   

 

 

Current views of the property: 
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Property between New Hotel Site and Pearlview Condos 
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This optional land that will aid in the beautification of both the hotel project and the downtown.  

Located between the hotel site and Pearlview Condos, it will provide convenient access to the 

restaurants and bars of the condo building as well as provide ADA parking and lawn, sitting area 

and sculpture garden overlooking the river park and the Mississipi River.  The current property is 

blighted and in need of repairs.  The elevated parking area will be devoted to ADA parking and 

the lot will be resurfaced and landscaped.  In addition, a covered heated walkway between the 

new hotel and conference center and the Pearlview Condos will be added.  The bottom parking 

area will be converted into greenspace and landscaped for a sitting garden area and sculpture 

park. 

 

We are currently in negotiations with the condo association concerning this property.   Maximum 

price of the property is estimated at $150,000.   

 

Overview of proposed property: 
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B.4.16:  Visual Aids 
 

B.4.16.1:  Location 
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MAJOR CITIES WITHIN 6.5 MILE DRIVE OF THE HOTEL STANLEY 

Davenport, Iowa 29 Miles 

Rock Island, Illinois 32 Miles 

Moline, Illinois 34 Miles 

Iowa City, Iowa 36 Miles 

Bettendorf, Iowa 42 Miles 

Cedar Rapids, Iowa 67 Miles 

Des Moines, Iowa 150 Miles 

Madison, Wisconsin 193 Miles 

Chicago, Illinois 200 Miles 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin 242 Miles 

St. Louis, Missouri 266 Miles 

Omaha, Nebraska 292 Miles 

Indianapolis, Indiana 331 Miles 

Minneapolis, Minnesota 343 Miles 

Kansas City, Missouri 346 Miles 

Louisville, Kentucky 446 Miles 

Detroit Michigan 459 Miles 
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 96 

B.4.16.2:  Project Overview – Arial Views 
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 98 

B.4.16.3:  Riverview Perspective 
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B.4.16.4:  Lobby 
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B.4.16.5:  Executive Boardroom  
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B.4.16.6:  Spa 
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B.4.16.7:  Typical Guest Room Floor 
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NOTE:  Pres. Suite has the ability to attach to standard room  

to create 2 bedroom suite. 
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B.4.16.8:  Conference Center (5th & 6th Floor) 
 

 

6th Floor 
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5th Floor Ancillary Conference Spaces Located within 5th Floor 
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Total 
Sq. 
Footage 

LEVEL 5  
Conference 5A 220 
Conference 5B 220 
Conference 5C 450 
Conference 5D 540 
  
LEVEL 6  
Banquet 4535 
Meeting A 1922 
Meeting B 603 
Meeting C 285 
Meeting D 285 
Meeting E 1922 
Prefunction 1264 
Balcony 1250 
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B.4.16.9:  Parking Structure 
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B.4.17:  Independent Feasibility Study  
 

PKF Consulting USA is active throughout the hospitality marketplace, performing financial and 

market studies and valuations involving hotels, resorts, golf courses, and a variety of mixed-use 

developments and other hospitality-oriented land uses.   

 

Clients rely on PKF for advice on a broad range of issues, the most common of which include: 

 

 Asset Management, Chain and Management Company Selection 

 Real Estate Appraisals and Business Valuation 

 Market and Financial Feasibility Studies 

 Litigation Support, Expert Witness, and Arbitration Services 

 Strategic Planning 

 Financial Consulting 

 

PKF sets the standard for market and financial feasibility studies.  Owners, investors, operators, 

and lenders have the confidence in PKF’s ability to provide them with the highest quality market 

feasibility studies, whether they are considering investing in a new project, the renovation or 

repositioning of an existing asset, or the purchase of an operating property. 

 

PKF tailors the scope of it’s studies to the unique needs of the individual project.  In all cases, 

PKF’s market and financial feasibility studies incorporate the following research and analysis: 

 

 Area Review 

 Site Analysis 

 Supply and Demand Analysis 

 Position of the Subject Project in its Market 

 Estimated Financial Statements 

 Project Recommendations 
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B.4.18:  Undercapitalization Scenarios 

 
This section analyzes potential scenarios that would reduce the cost of the project.   All scenarios 

assume a four star facility as market conditions in Muscatine show an oversaturation of two and 

three star facilities.   

 

Both scenarios presented do not produce an IRR that would be conducive to attracting investors 

at the $20,000,000 level. 

 

B.4.18.1:  Scenario 1 – Elimination of the Conference Center 

 

Under this scenario, we eliminate the 6th floor conference center.  We would maintain the 

conference rooms on the 5th floor as adding rooms on this floor is not feasible as  they are inner 

corridor (interior) spaces.   

 

Assumptions: 

 Cost reduction to eliminate the 6th floor would be $6,866,447 which includes: 

o 6,866,447 (17625 square feet @ $390/sqft) 

 Assumes a occupancy rate of (note Hampton Inn current occupancy rate in Muscatine is 

74%): 

o YR1 66% 

o YR2 70% 

o YR3-5 74% (stabilization) 

 Uses base line pro forma scenario as defined by PKF with a deduction in ADR of 

$10/night to compensate for lack of conference space. 

 

Project shows an IRR of 6%. 

 

See following page for summary proforma. 
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Elimination of 6th floor Conference Center Scenario 
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B.4.18.2:  Scenario 2 – Elimination of the Current 5th Floor 

 

Under this scenario the current 5th floor would be eliminated reducing the rooms to 83 and 

eliminating ancillary conference space located on the 5th floor.  Note:  The current 6th floor 

would be maintained as the new 5th floor of the hotel (total hotel floors – 5).  

 

Assumptions: 

 Cost reduction to eliminate the 6th floor would be $5,428,500 which includes: 

o 5,428,500 (17625 square feet @ $308/sqft) 

 Assumes a occupancy rate of (note Hampton Inn current occupancy rate in Muscatine is 

74%): 

o YR1 68% 

o YR2 70% 

o YR3-5 74% (stabilization) 

 Uses base line pro forma scenario as defined by PKF 

 

Project shows an IRR of 1%.   

 

See following page for summary proforma. 
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Elimination of Current 5th Floor 
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Section C: 

Economic Impact 
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    C.1:  Economic Impact on State 

 
C.1.1:  Economic Impact on State From Construction 

 
PKF Consulting has estimated that the economic impact 

on the state of Iowa from the construction of the 

Stanley Hotel and Conference center is approximately 

$81 million dollars and 550 jobs. 

 

Proposed 112-Room Hotel Stanley and Conference Center 

Economic Impact from Construction 

Total Construction Cost1  $38,100,000 

Cost Generated from Within State of Iowa 88%2 $33,528,000 

Output3 1.8016 $60,410,750 

Wages4 0.6056 $20,304,557 

Total Economic Impact From Construction  $80,715,307 

Jobs5 16.3438 548 jobs 
Sources:  PKF Economic Impact Study –Jan. 14th, 2015 

Multiplier Source:  US Department of Commerce – Bureau of Economic Analysis 

 
1  Construction costs estimated by project team prior to PKF Economic Impact Study and does not include land 

acquisition or pre-opening costs. 
2  Percentage is a reasonable assumption according to local representatives 
3   

Represents the dollar increase in area output for every dollar increase in direct spending 
4   Represents the dollar increase in area household income for every dollar increase in direct spending 
5
  Represents the increase in area jobs for every $1 million in direct spending 

 

 

C.2:  Economic Impact on Muscatine County 
 

C.2.1:  Economic Impact on Muscatine County from Construction 
 

PKF Consulting has estimated that the economic impact on Muscatine County from the 

construction of the Stanley Hotel and Conference center is approximately $19 million dollars and 

100 jobs.  This impact will be seen throughout Muscatine County (including the IRD district). 

  

Section C: 

Economic Impact 
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Proposed 112-Room Hotel Stanley and Conference Center 

Economic Impact from Construction 

Total Construction Cost1  $38,100,000 

Cost Generated from Within Muscatine County 28%2 $10,668,000 

Output3 1.3849 $14,774,113 

Wages4 0.3514 $3,748,735 

Total Economic Impact From Construction  $18,522,848 

Jobs5 9.3839 100 jobs 
Sources:  PKF Economic Impact Study –Jan. 14th, 2015 

Multiplier Source:  US Department of Commerce – Bureau of Economic Analysis 
1  Construction costs estimated by project team prior to PKF Economic Impact Study and does not include land 

acquisition or pre-opening costs. 
2  Percentage is a reasonable assumption according to local representatives 
3   

Represents the dollar increase in area output for every dollar increase in direct spending 
4   Represents the dollar increase in area household income for every dollar increase in direct spending 
5
  Represents the increase in area jobs for every $1 million in direct spending 

 

C.2.2:  Economic Impact on Muscatine County from Operations 
 

PKF Consulting has estimated that the economic impact on the local economy from operations to 

be approximately $13 million dollars over a 10 year span.   

 

Proposed 112 Room Hotel Stanley and Conference Center 

Local Economic Impact From Operations (10 YR Span) 
     Economic Impact  

 

Total 

Revenue1 

Total 

Payroll 

(30% of 

Total 

Revenue) 

Taxes & 

Savings  

(30% of 

Payroll) 

Amount 

Spent In 

Local 

Economy 

(50%) Output2 Wages2 

Total Impact 

From 

Operations 

Employment 
2017 6,229,000 1,868,700 560,610 654,045 859,546 175,088 1,034,634 

2018 6,803,000 2,040,900 612,270 714,315 938,753 191,222 1,129,,975 

2019 7,398,000 2,219,400 665,820 776,790 1,020,857 207,947 1,228,804 

2020 7,648,000 2,291,400 687,420 801,990 1,053,975 214,693 1,268,668 

2021 7,851,000 2,355,300 706,590 824,355 1.083,367 220,680 1,304,047 

2022 8,097,000 2,429,100 728,730 850,185 1,117,313 227,595 1,344,908 

2023 8,346,000 2,503,800 751,140 876,440 1,151,673 234,594 1,386,266 

2024 8,599,000 2,579,700 773,910 902,855 1,186,585 241,705 1,426,290 

2025 8,853,000 2,655,900 796,770 929,565 1,221,634 248,845 1,470,479 

2026 9,111,000 2,733,300 819,990 956,655 1,257,236 256,097 1,513,333 

Total $78,925,000 $23,677,500 $7,103,250 $8,267,125 $10,890,940 $2,218,463 $13,109,403 

Source:  PKF Consulting 
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1  PKF Consulting performance projections for the proposed Hotel Stanley and Conference Center 
2  Multiplier Source:  US Department of Commerce – Bureau of Economic Analysis 

 

NOTES: 

1:  30% Payroll withholdings are based on PKF comparable representing a typical hotel 

2:  Of remaining 70% payroll, 50% is estimated to be spent within the local economy 

 

 

C.2.3:  Total Economic Impact on Muscatine County from the Project 
 

PKF, based on the tables located in C.1.2.1 and C.1.2.2 estimats that the total economic impact on 

Muscatine County (from both construction and operations) over a 10 year time span to be 

approximately $31 million. 

 

C.3:  Employment Impact on Muscatine County 
PFK Consulting estimates approximate job creation to total 83 jobs for Muscatine County .  Direct 

jobs are jobs created directly by the Hotel Stanley and Conference Center.  Indirect jobs are additional 

jobs created when new hotel employees and guests purchase goods and services within the Muscatine 

market creating additional jobs.  Induced impact is generated when these newly created indirect jobs 

spend their payroll at businesses in Muscatine County.   

 

At least 84% of these jobs created are within the Muscatine IRD district. 

 

Proposed 112 Room Hotel Stanley and Conference Center 

Summary of Muscatine County Employment Impact 

Direct Jobs from Operations1 70 Jobs 

Indirect Jobs within Muscatine County2 8.1 Jobs 

Indirect Jobs within Muscatine County2 4.7 Jobs 

Total Jobs Created within Muscatine County 82.8 Jobs 
Source:  PKF Consulting 

1  Based on estimates of staffing provided by the Management Company for the proposed Hotel Stanley and Conference 

Center 
2  Based on estimates presented in the “Economic Impact Analysis: Iowa Reinvestment District – City of Muscatine by 

Dave Swenson (EXHIBIT H). 
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C.4:  Fiscal Impact on City of Muscatine 

 

C.4.1:  Hotel Occupancy Tax 
 

PKF Consulting estimates potential Hotel Occupancy Tax Revenues at approximately $3.3 million 

over a 20 year span.  These taxes will be generated within the Muscatine IRD district. 

 

Proposed 1120 Room Hotel Stanley & Conference Center  

Potential Hotel Occupancy Tax Revenues (20 YR Span) 

Year Projected Room Revenue 

Hotel Occupancy Tax 

Revenues (7%) 

2017 3,723,000 260,610 

2018 4,064,000 284,480 

2019 4,417,000 309,190 

2020 4,568,000 319,760 

2021 4,689,000 328,230 

2022 4,840,000 338,800 

2023 4,991,000 349,370 

2024 5,143,000 360,010 

2025 5,294,000 370,580 

2026 5,445,000 381,150 

2027 5,597,000 391,790 

2028 5,778,000 404,460 

2029 5,960,000 417,200 

2030 6,141,000 429,870 

2031 6,323,000 442,610 

2032 6,504,000 455,280 

2033 6,686,000 468,020 

2034 6,897,000 482,790 

2035 7,109,000 497,630 

2036 7,321,000 512,470 

Total $111,490,000 7,804,300 

Source:  PKF Consulting 
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C.4.2:  Sales Tax 
 

PKF estimates potential sales tax over a 10 year span to be approximately $5.5 million. 

 
 

Proposed 112-Room Hotel Stanley & Conference Center 

Potential Sales Tax Revenues (10 YR Span) 

Year Construction 

Hotel 

Revenues 

Operations 

Employment 

Total Taxable 

Revenues 

Potential 

Sales Tax 

Revenues 

(5%) 

2016 18,522,848 - - 18,522,848 926,142 

2017 - 6,229,000 1,034,624 7,263,634 363,182 

2018 - 6,803,000 1,129,975 7,932,975 398,649 

2019 - 7,398,000 1,228,804 8,626,804 431,340 

2020 - 7,638,000 1,268,668 8,906,668 445,333 

2021 - 7,851,000 1,304,047 9,155,047 457,752 

2022 - 8,097,000 1,344,908 9,441,908 472,095 

2024 - 8,346,000 1,386,266 9,732,266 486,613 

2025 - 8,853,000 1,470,479 10,027,290 501,364 

2026 - 9,111,000 1,513,333 10,624,333 531,217 

Total $18,522,848 $78,925,000 $13,109,403 $110,557,251 $5,527,863 
Source:  PKF Consulting 
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C.4.3:  Property Tax 
 

PKF utilized the TIF agreement table (EXHIBT I) represented in the city approved TIF 

agreement with the assumption that the property taxes would be $404,326 per year.  (Tax 

assessed value of the hotel/conference center at $7 million and the garage at $5 million).  Using 

these calculations, PKF forecasts that property taxes for the first 20 years will be approximately 

$2 million.  In year 21 and thereafter property taxes will total $404,326 annually. 

 

Proposed 112-Room Hotel Stanley & Conference Center 

@$12M Tax Assessed Value 

Forecasted Property Tax (20 Yr Span) 
Year Rate Forecasted Property Tax1 

2017 0% - 

2018 0% - 

2019 0% - 

2020 0% - 

2021 0% - 

2022 25% 101,082 

2023 25% 101,082 
2024 25% 101,082 
2025 25% 101,082 
2026 25% 101,082 
2027 25% 101,082 
2028 25% 101,082 
2029 25% 101,082 
2030 25% 101,082 
2031 25% 101,082 
2032 50% 202,163 

2033 50% 202,163 

2034 50% 202,163 

2035 50% 202,163 

2036 66% 267,0482 

Total  $2,086,526 

SoSource:  Riverview Hotel Development 
1  Based on estimated TIF rebate schedule provided by City and presented in TIF agreement (See EXHBITS D.1 & 

D.2)  

NOTE:  Year 2031 is in error on the PKF feasibility study.  The correct number is represented in the above table 

(25% of $404,326).   
2 Year 2036 exceeds $6M TIF 
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The county assessor has assessed this project at a much higher value (EXHIBIT D.3).  We 

believe that the accuracy of the county assessor’s numbers are more in tune with the actual value 

of the property as they have done a more detailed approach in the valuation.  Based on the 

county assessors numbers, total value of the project is $12,245,369 for the hotel/conference 

center and $3,406,700 for the parking garage totaling the project tax assessed value of the 

property at $15,652,069 with an annual property tax of $527,743. Therefore, under this scenario, 

the property taxes over a 20 year span are below.   

 

Proposed 112-Room Hotel Stanley & Conference Center 

@$15,652,069 Tax Assessed Value 

Forecasted Property Tax (20 Year Span) 
Year Rate Forecasted Property Tax1 

2017 0% - 

2018 0% - 

2019 0% - 

2020 0% - 

2021 0% - 

2022 25% 131,936 

2023 25% 131,936 
2024 25% 131,936 
2025 25% 131,936 
2026 25% 131,936 
2027 25% 131,936 
2028 25% 131,936 
2029 25% 131,936 

2030 63% 332,914 

2031 100% 527,743 
2032 100% 527,743 

2033 100% 527,743 
2034 100% 527,743 
2035 100% 527,743 
2036 100% 527,743 

Total  $4,554,860 

SoSource:  Riverview Hotel Development 
1 Year 2030 is the year that the $6M TIF has been exceeded.   

 
 

C.5: Other District Impacts 

 
Hotel and conference center projects are known as catalysts of economic development.  The 

Hotel Stanley and Conference Center will: 
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 Attract new corporate, group meeting and leisure demand into downtown Muscatine 

which will create the need for additional services in the downtown area including 

restaurants, bars, entertainment and retail.  

 Have a positive economic impact on the existing hotels.  Many of the survey respondents 

indicated a desired need to pay less that $100 for the hotel rooms associated with their 

group meetings.  While an adequate number of respondents indicate that they would pay 

more, the more price sensitive visitors will frequent the exiting 2 star hotels thereby 

increasing their occupancy. 

 Enable existing Muscatine corporations to utilize hotel accommodations, meeting rooms 

and food/beverage venues in the local market rather than being forced to leave Muscatine 

for these services.  This will reduce travel expense, increase local demand for meeting 

space and increase profitability of local corporations. 

 Increase tax revenues for the City due to the increased spending as more people visit 

Muscatine and local and regional companies spend more money within the community. 

 Allow the district to become an economic impact engine for the city, enabling it to attract 

new businesses and employment recruits. The presence of the Hotel Stanley & 

Conference Center as an upscale, full-service boutique hotel will make a statement about 

the quality of life and commitment to growth that is present in the city of Muscatine. 

 

In addition there are several future projects that hinge on having the Hotel Stanley and 

Conference Center as the economic catalyst for the IRD district.  Examples include: 

 

City of Muscatine’s 2nd Floor Project 

This project will take buildings within the IRD district and convert the 2nd floors to condos.  

The impetus of this project is to attract more people into the downtown area and as the 

second floors become residential, demand for retail units in the bottom floors will increase.  

These renovations will be adaptive reuse projects taking advantage of historic tax credits to 

improve aging downtown buildings. This project requires a stable economic foundation to be 

in place with a vibrant food/beverage, entertainment and retail foundation to attract new 

residents into the downtown community.  The Stanley Hotel and Conference Center will 

provide such an infrastructure improving the quality of life in downtown Muscatine while 

infusing the city with 80+ people per day spending dollars with in the downtown area. 

 

China Window Project 

This project, initiated by our two Chinese investors, intends to bring Chinese culture and 

products to the Midwest.  Building off President Xi’s strong ties to Muscatine, the current 

plan is to purchase the blighted Marie Lindsey building (within district) and convert this 

building into a Chinese cultural and product Expo Center.  Furthermore, plans include 

purchasing 200+ acres within Muscatine County to build a more detailed Expo Center which 

will become the Midwest’s wholesale center for Chinese products and technology.  In 

addition, a China tourism segment is planned with estimates of 2000 Chinese tourists visiting 

the Midwest annually via Muscatine each year.  The Chinese developers are basing these 

projects off the ability to utilize the Hotel and Conference for their guest needs. 
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Expansion of the Muscatine Soccer Fields 

Future plans are in progress to increase the quality and quantity of the competition soccer 

fields within Muscatine County in order to become the Midwest’s largest competitive soccer 

field program.  This project will bring hundreds of families into the Muscatine area for 

competitions during soccer season.  Demand for hotels that are rated above 2 stars will be 

required.  The Hotel Stanley and Conference Center will be the only hotel in Muscatine that 

will meet this need.   
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C.6:  PKF Economic Impact Study (Independent)  
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Section D: 

Uniqueness 
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                     D.1:  Uniqueness 
 
D.1.1:  Unique Economic Engine 
 
Downtown Muscatine is a historic community beautifully situated on the pristine banks of 
the Muscatine River.  However this town is at a precipice.  Historic buildings are crumbling.  
Area retail, food/beverage and entertainment are struggling to survive.  The view from the 
riverfront shows a downtown blighted with old buildings, many abandoned.  The 
downtown is slowly dying.   
 

 
Example of an abandoned building in downtown Muscatine 1 street away from the riverfront.  

 
This is not to say that there has not been a revitalization movement in the downtown.  Old 
buildings have been converted into residences.  New retail shops have been added.  
However, the revitalization movement lives on the edge because the economic 
infrastructure is too weak to support and grow this revitalization movement.   
 
The Hotel Stanley and Conference Center will be the economic infrastructure to support the 
downtown revitalization that is sorely needed.  Hotel projects such as The Stanley Hotel 
and Conference Center are catalyst for economic growth.  This project will infuse over 70+ 
people into the downtown community on a daily basis aiding to give support not only to 
the existing struggling businesses but to give support to newly created businesses as well. 
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This project was not conceived for profitability although it meets this criteria.  It was 
conceived to create the economic infrastructure necessary to create a thriving downtown 
community.  Uniquely, this project will not aid a small area of a community, or even just the 
district in itself.  It will be the key component in bringing downtown Muscatine back to life 
and sustaining that life for the future. 
 

D.1.2:  Maintenance of the Historic Architecture 
 
Downtown Muscatine is a historic community with elegant architecture representing the 
city’s unique history.  The Hotel Stanley and Conference Center intends to incorporate this 
architecture into the hotel and conference center so that the hotel will match the existing 
buildings along the riverfront in order to create a uniquely cohesive storyline of a quaint 
Midwest riverfront community.   
 
Some examples of the unique architecture of the community: 
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D.1.3:   Unique Interface with the River 
 
The Hotel Stanley and Conference Center sits along the banks of the Mississippi River with 
uniquely pristine views.   
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In addition, the Hotel will be situated directly across from the city’s riverfront 
park which boasts riverfront running/biking trails, a marina, fountains, 
playgrounds, a basketball court, entertain venues and a ice rink.   
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In the near future, the city of Muscatine will undergo another revitalization of 
the riverfront park.  Some of the amenities in discussion to be included are: 
 

 
Covered Picnic Area 
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Covered area for mobile food vending as well as outdoor entertainment events 
 

 
Outdoor amphitheater 
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Outdoor Sculpture Garden showcasing Muscatine local artist 
 

 
Stairs to water’s edge 
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Outdoor fitness equipment for riverfront gym 
 

 
Extended Fishing Pier 
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The Hotel Stanley and Conference center intends to incorporate this unique riverfront park 
opportunity into it’s marketing plans creating packages that will take full advantage of the 
park’s entertainment amenities. 
 
 

D.1.4:  Making Downtown Muscatine Uniquely Walkable 
 
The city of Muscatine, in conjunction with the Walkable and Livable Institute, have created a 

plan to make downtown Muscatine into a pedestrian friendly walkable community.  (See current 

plan:  http://www.muscatineiowa.gov/768/Other-Blue-Zones-Resources) 

 

Walkability is the cornerstone and key to an urban area's efficient ground transportation. Every 

trip begins and ends with walking. Walking remains the cheapest form of transport for all people. 

Construction of a walkable community provides the most affordable and equitable transportation 

system any community can plan, design, build and maintain. Walkable communities return urban 

environments to scale, pattern and mix for sustainability of resources (both natural and 

economic). They lead to more social interaction, physical fitness, diminished crime, and 

increased wellness, addressing many social and economic problems. Walkable communities are 

more liveable built environments and lead to whole, happy, healthy lives for the people who live 

in them. Walkable communities attract and keep jobs, young adults, families, children and 

grandchildren. 

 
Dan Burden, Co-Founder of the Walkable and Liveable Institute has spent most of his 

life helping the world get “back on its feet.”  In 2014, the White House recognized Dan as a 

Champion of Change for his efforts to make places more walkable, including the leadership he 

has provided through the WALC Institute’s technical assistance program and the resulting 

changes made in dozens communities the Institute has served. In 2009, a user’s poll by 

Planetizen named Dan as one of the Top 100 Urban Thinkers of all time. That same year, Dan 

co-founded the WALC Institute to create a focus on education, capacity-building and training to 

support communities in becoming more engaged and healthier through active living.  Dan also 

serves on the board of advisors for Walkscore (www.walkscore.com) and is the Director of 

Innovation & Inspiration for Blue Zones, LLC.  Dan was also key in creating  the city plan for 

Seaside, Florida. 

 

Under Dan’s direction, the city of Muscatine has developed a plan to add downtown Muscatine 

to the list of walkable communities (EXHIBIT L:  Vision Toward a Future Mississippi Drive). 

 

Plans include: 

 

 Revamp of Iowa Ave and other key downtown streets to improve pedestrian walkability 

and create a draw to the riverfront.  This includes boulevards, bike paths and front out 

parking.   

http://www.walkscore.com/
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 Revamp of Mississippi Drive to include roundabouts, better access to the riverfront, 

reduce speed, bike paths and off street front out parking. 

 Stanley Hotel and Conference Center will be located on the corner of Iowa and 

Mississippi.  Our project including the proposed green space will work in conjunction 

with the city projects. 

 

Examples of similar renovations include: 
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The Hotel Stanley and Conference Center will be uniquely centered within this walkable 

community allowing guests to enjoy the full advantages of downtown Muscatine and the 

riverfront. 

 

D.1.5:  Unique Chinese Involvement 
 
The Hotel Stanley and Conference Center has the unique involvement of 2 Chinese real estate 

developers as investors.  These investors are non EB-5 investors who have also purchased two 

homes in Muscatine (one being the home where President Xi stayed).   

 

Glad Chen and Daniel Wang plan to leverage President Xi’s unique love and respect for 

Muscatine into several multi-cultural business opportunities.  According to Daniel, the average 

Chinese national is more aware of Muscatine, IA then any other city in the U.S.   

 

Xi Jinping came to Muscatine, IA in 1985 on an agricultural research excursion.  27 years later 

in 2012 her returned to Muscatine as Chinese Vice President.   

 

“Coming here is really like coming back home. You can’t even imagine what a deep 

impression I had from my visit 27 years ago to Muscatine … For me, you are America.” 

(The Daily Iowan 2/16/2012).   
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President Xi’s love of Muscatine is transferred to the Chinese people.  They too see Muscatine as 

the heartland of America.   

 

In addition, because of President Xi’s relationship with Muscatine, Iowa has a strong trade 

relationship with China.  In 2010, Iowa exported $599 million in goods to China and imported 

over $1 billion making China the second-largest import trading partner to Iowa (US Census 

Bureau).   

 

Glad and Daniel plans are to use the hotel as a springboard for several unique projects which will 

create additional economic impact to the district and Muscatine county.   

 

These include: 

 

 
Potential Future Home of the Chinese Cultural Center 
 

Chinese Cultural Center 

This center will feature Chinese culture and products.  The planned building for this center is 

just behind the hotel within the district and downtown Muscatine.  Currently a blighted 

building, the plan is to renovate the 3 floors into a Chinese cultural learning and education 

center.  The center will feature learning events, Chinese products/technology, and cultural 

events.   
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Expo Center 

Another goal of these investors is to create a 200 acre Expo center within Muscatine county 

that will feature Chinese wholesale products and technology that will be made available to 

the US markets. 

 

Tourism 

Currently it is estimated that over 200,000 Chinese nationalists visit Chicago annually.  Plans 

are in the works to create a Heartland tourist package for Chinese nationals that features the 

amenities of the American Heartland that President Xi so greatly admires.  Expected tourism 

is estimated at 2,000 Chinese nationalist annually. 

 

Chinese business relationships require a unique relationship between its partners.  Chinese 

business relationship inevitably becomes a social relationship after a while. Unlike Western 

business relationship which remains professional and perhaps, aloof, even after a long time, 

Chinese business relationship becomes a social one. The more you share your personal life, 

including family, hobbies, political views, aspirations, the closer you are in your business 

relationship. Sometimes, a lot of time is spent discussing matters outside of business, but then a 

lot of time, the other party is also making up his mind about your deal based on how much he 

sees your personal relationship with him. 

 

The Hotel Stanley and Conference Center project along with the city of Muscatine have been 

able to create such a relationship with these investors.  As our bond continues to strengthen with 

these associates, more business opportunities will be available to the Muscatine community.  It 

will be a win-win for all parties involved. 

 
 
D.1.6:   Unique Learning Experience for Muscatine Community 
 
The Muscatine Hotel and Conference Center intends to give back to the community through 

education by working in conjunction with the area universities to aid in the hospitality field of 

education.  Plans include hospitality and culinary management internships.  This will aid in 

growing the depth of the area university offerings. 
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D.1.7:  Unique State of the Art Conference Center in In-Room Work Spaces 

 

 
 
The Hotel Stanley and Conference Center will collaborate with HNI Corporation, a global leader 

in office furniture, to create a state of the art purposeful conference center and in room 

workspace environment.  Using HNI space designers, the Stanley Hotel and Conference Center 

will become a global showcase for hotel conference spaces.  In addition, plans are in the works 

to create a state of the art ergonomic work station that will be used in the hotel rooms allowing 

business travelers a uniquely comfortable efficient work environment that is a must for today’s 

travelers.   

 
 
D.1.8:  Unique Community Support 
 
This project from it inception has been seen as a unique community project necessary to create a 

sustaining economic infrastructure for downtown Muscatine.   

 

The Hotel Stanley and Conference Center has uniquely seen overwhelming support from the 

Muscatine community as a whole.  All investors within the project are community leaders and/or 

developers.  In addition, all Muscatine banks are supporting the project via loans.  The city and 

county have provided support via a $6M TIF rebate as well as low interest loans.  Corporations 

within the community also support this project.  Kent Feeds for example is a major investor in 

the project.  HNI has also provide a 200K grant as well as development support for the 

conference center.  Other major corporations intend to be loyal customers of the hotel. 

 



 263 

In addition, the development of an indoor conference center to meet the city’s need for larger 

meeting more comprehensive meeting spaces as declared City’s Comprehensive Development 

Plan adopted in September 2013 (Goal C.15).   

 

Several letters from Muscatine key leaders exemplify this support (see next page): 
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