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MEMORANDUM
To:
Local governments, Main Street Iowa organizations, nonprofit entities

From:
Iowa Department of Economic Development and Conservation Corps Iowa

Date:
February 9, 2009

Re:
Iowa Department of Economic & Conservation Corps Iowa Seeking Local Conservation Projects

The Iowa Department of Economic Development is pleased to announce a new resource called Conservation Corps Iowa. Conservation Corps Iowa is available to help local governments and nonprofit organizations implement green community projects with an emphasis on conservation. Conservation Corps Iowa is a partnership of the Iowa Commission on Volunteer Service, Iowa Department of Natural Resources, Iowa Department of Economic Development, and the Minnesota Conservation Corps.
Conservation Corps Iowa is a fee-for-service corps that provides meaningful work skills training and experience for 18-25 year olds in conserving our natural resources. The corps is currently seeking project proposals for calendar year 2009. To help implement green, sustainable community related projects that support the priorities of the Iowa Department of Economic Development (IDED) and to help establish Conservation Corps Iowa, IDED is making available limited funding resources to defray some of the corps’ fee-for-service for selected projects that support IDED’s priorities.

Priority types of projects that IDED may be able to help defray the corps service fees for include:

	· Stormwater Best Management Practices
	· Public Space Improvements

	· Main Street Iowa District Projects
	· Trail and Bike Path/Lane Maintenance

	· Historic Preservation
	· Natural Lands Maintenance and Restoration

	· Energy Efficiency
	· Green Building


At the end of this memo is a project proposal form for your use in applying for Conservation Corps Iowa assistance. Projects that can fully fund locally the fee-for-service will be well positioned to receive corps project assistance. 
Projects seeking funding from IDED to defray corps costs may receive less than requested or may not receive any funding assistance at all. Project proposal submissions seeking IDED financial assistance are in no way guaranteed funding. Proposal submissions will assist IDED and the corps in determining the level of interest and need for the corps and types of projects available.
IDED will begin reviewing project proposals March 2, 2009 and then on an ongoing basis from that point forward until further notice, funding is no longer available, or corps project time is no longer available.
Thank you for your time and interest. If you have any questions, please e-mail Chris Severson at chris.severson@conservationcorps.org or Jeff Geerts at jeff.geerts@iowalifechanging.com.
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E-mail project proposals to chris.severson@conservationcorps.org or fax to 515-233-1131
	Project Host Agency/Organization


	Date


	Project Contact Person


	Contact Address


	Telephone No  


	
	
	E-mail Address 


	Name of Project


	Project Address (Area, Park, County, etc)



	Is Project in a Main Street Iowa Designated Community?


	Is the project taking place in the official Main Street Iowa program District?


	Is project in a state of Iowa designated Great Place or Cultural Entertainment District?



	Project Location (Area, Site, etc – include map when possible)



	Purpose or Reason for Project



	Detailed Explanation of Project



	Will supervision or technical assistance/training be provided by the requesting agency?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes      FORMCHECKBOX 
 No
(If Yes, answer 1-3)

	1) Name of Person


	2) Position or Title

	3) Time commitment


	Will requesting agency provide a work site orientation, project overview and history, or any other applicable on-site training for the crew?  

   FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes        FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	Estimated number of days required

	Season best suited for project


	Dates Preferred



	Can project be accomplished intermittently?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No


	Requesting Agency’s/Division’s Priority for this Project (Explanation)



	Amount and source of local funding to support this project



	Amount of matching funding project host organization is seeking from Iowa Department of Economic Development 



	If Iowa Department of Economic Development matching funding is not awarded what impact will this have on the project 



	How would financial assistance from Iowa Department of Economic Development help leverage greater results for this project



	Alternate work plan in event of adverse weather (if applicable)



	List types of Safety Equipment Required for project



	List all types of hand tools required for project



	List all types of power equipment required for project



	Can requesting agency provide specialized equipment if required for project?
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 No

	DEADLINE FOR CONSERVATION CORPS IOWA RESPONSE (date & time): - As needed-




Submitted by:

	Authorized Requestor’s Signature (unless submitted electronically)

	Date



	Authorized Requestor’s Printed Name


	Title
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