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CDBG Sustainable Community Demonstration and Downtown Revitalization Project Pre-Application


CALL FOR PROJECTS
Sustainable Community Demonstration Projects
&

Downtown Revitalization Projects
BACKGROUND

To support the sustainability of Iowa’s downtowns and communities, the Iowa Department of Economic Development (IDED) has added the Sustainable Community Demonstration Project and Downtown Revitalization activities as eligible project categories for Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) funding.
NEW PROGRAMS
The Sustainable Community Demonstration and Downtown Revitalization funding opportunities are intended to assist communities in demonstrating innovative, cutting edge solutions to making Iowa’s communities more environmentally, economically, and culturally viable. IDED is seeking sustainable community and downtown revitalization projects that demonstrate innovative, out-of-the-box, comprehensive, and replicable approaches to sustainability.

Sustainable Community Demonstration Projects funded through this program must have tangible, unique impacts for environmental sustainability, and serve as a model demonstration for other communities in Iowa. Projects are intended to take place on a larger scale and anywhere within the community and meant to support and demonstrate (not all inclusive):
· New or underused strategies addressing community sustainability
· Sustainable Community Principles (see www.smartgrowth.org)

· Green, Sustainable Building Practices
· Historic Preservation

· Walk-ability, Bike-ability, Transportation Choices, Complete Streets
· Broad Community Support and Impact

· Support of broader local community planning and sustainability initiatives
· Renewable energy – solar hot water, photovoltaic, community wind, small-scale wind, fuel cell;

· Geothermal heating and cooling on a large scale;
· Stormwater Best Management Practices promoting decentralized/distributed approaches to infiltration, cleansing, cooling, and reuse where the rain falls
· Projects addressing only a single building must involve a prominent, publicly accessible building and demonstrate significant and comprehensive green building features (water reuse, net zero energy, Architecture 2030, renewable energy, rehabilitation, Living Building Challenge, etc)
Downtown Revitalization Projects funded through this program must have long-lasting benefits for the downtown area that contribute toward a comprehensive downtown revitalization effort. The projects must take place in the downtown or historic commercial center of the community and are meant to support and demonstrate: (not all inclusive)
· Innovation

· Compatibility with and Supportive of a Local Downtown Revitalization Plan

· Broad Downtown District Impact 

· Significant Impact on a Significant Structure(s) 

· Sustainable Community Principles (see www.smartgrowth.org)

· Green, Sustainable Building Practices

· Historic Preservation

· Walk-ability, Bike-ability, Transportation Choices, Complete Streets

· Broad Community Support and Impact

· Innovative Policy and Funding Approaches

· Promote Energy Conservation, Efficiency, and Clean Renewable energy
· Green infrastructure (www.epa.gov/greeninfrastructure);
· Projects addressing only a single building must involve a prominent, publicly accessible building and demonstrate significant and comprehensive green building features (water reuse, net zero energy, Architecture 2030, renewable energy, rehabilitation, Living Building Challenge, etc)
DEADLINE

Do you have a project that might qualify? Is your project ready for quick implementation? Project pre-applications are being accepted at this time. See attached pre-application for more information. Competitive projects will be invited to submit a full application.

Prior to submitting a proposal, please contact Derek Lord at 515-725-3081 or derek.lord@iowa.gov to confirm applicant eligibility and project’s ability to meet the CDBG required national objectives described in the requirements section below.

REQUIREMENTS

· Projects must take place in communities with a population of less than 50,000 people;
· Eligible applicants include cities under 50,000 and all counties within the state. Eligible applicants may apply on behalf of nonprofit organizations. CDBG entitlement communities are not eligible to apply for these funds;

· Project must be owned by a local government or non-profit if the local government is applying on its behalf;
· Projects only making improvements to public buildings serving common community-wide services will not be competitive;
· Projects for buildings for the general conduct of government operations are not eligible;
· All funded projects must meet one of the following CDBG national objectives:
· Prevent or eliminate slum or blight;
· Primarily benefit low and moderate income persons;

· Applicants must determine prior to submitting a pre-application that they can meet at least one of the national objectives above;
· Projects shall also follow applicable HUD requirements such as environmental reviews, historical property reviews, Davis-Bacon wage requirements, and public participation requirements;
· All projects invited to submit a full application shall follow the Iowa Green Streets Criteria, http://www.iowalifechanging.com/community/downloads/green/Iowa-Green-Streets-Crieteria.pdf;
· Projects funded from the downtown revitalization fund must be part of a comprehensive downtown revitalization effort; and

· Eligible applicants may apply for one of the two funding opportunities. 
· Communities with populations less than 300 are limited to $1,000 per capita, those with populations between 300 and 999 may receive up to $300,000, and those with populations of 1,000 or greater may receive up to $500,000.  If a comprehensive project far exceeds the funding  cap, applicants are encouraged to either:
1. Fill out a pre-application that describes the individual components under consideration for funding, and how they tie into a broader comprehensive project, and/or 
2. Inquire to IDED about other possible funding programs that could be a better or complimentary fit for the complete scope and components of the project.
NOTE: Community Development Block Grants are time and paperwork intensive and follow comprehensive reporting requirements of the federal government; therefore, projects seeking a small financial award may find the costs of administering the grant outweigh the benefits of any funding that may be awarded.  IDED requires recipients to procure an experienced CDBG administrator prior to issuing a final award commitment. 
Prior to submitting a pre-application, applicants shall contact Derek Lord of the Iowa Department of Economic Development at 515-725-3081 or derek.lord@iowa.gov to discuss applicant eligibility, the project’s ability to meet at least one of the two CDBG national objectives, and the method for documenting ability to meet a CDBG national objective.
Eligibility Checklist:

	
	Contacted Derek Lord at IDED to Discuss Project

	
	Government Applicant (or government on behalf of a nonprofit)

	
	Meets a CDBG National Objective

	
	Prevent or eliminate slum or blight
Primarily benefit low and moderate income persons

	
	

	
	Project Time Line of 18-months or Less

	
	Project Meets Intent of Sustainable Community or Downtown Revitalization Activity

	
	Project is in Community with Population < 50,000 people

	
	Project will Adhere to Federal Davis-Bacon Wage Requirements

	
	Project Supports a Larger Community or Downtown Plan


CDBG Downtown Revitalization & Sustainable Communities Projects
POTENTIAL Applicant Information 

	Applicant:     

	Contact Person:      

	Address:

     

	City:                                                                  
	State:     
	Zip:      
	County:      

	Phone #:                                                                  
	Fax #:     
	E-mail Address:      


	Please indicate whether you are applying for funding as a Sustainable Community Demonstration Project or a Downtown Revitalization Project.




□ Sustainable Community Demonstration Project

□ Downtown Revitalization Project

	1. Please provide an overview of the potential project, including: 1) the outcomes of the project; 2) the benefits the project will provide; 3) who the project beneficiaries will be; 4) describe why and how this project is impactful and will have a profound effect on the community; and 5) how you will get the project done. (The space below expands as you type in case more room is needed.)
All potential projects must meet one of the following national CDBG program objectives to be eligible:

· Primarily Benefit Low and Moderate Income Persons

· Prevention/Elimination of Slums or Blight*
* All façade improvement projects must meet the slum and blight CDBG national objective


	


	2. Please describe how the project is compatible with or supports a broader downtown or community sustainability project. (The space below expands as you type in case more room is needed.)


	


	3. Please describe in moderate detail what green and sustainable aspects, policies, practices and technologies will be included in your project in support of sustainable community practices (i.e. green building, housing choice, transit choice, clean energy, wise use of natural resources, compact development & mixed uses, local and regional planning, protect land & ecosystems, historic preservation, strong social fabric, increase job & business opportunities, etc). (The space below expands as you type in case more room is needed.)


	


	4. Please provide an overview of the potential project’s budget considerations including: 1) cost estimates for the project; 2) amount of local funding for the project that is secured, pledged and proposed as match; 3) source and use of local funds; 4) amount and use of funding this proposal is requesting from the Iowa Department of Economic Development (IDED). (The space below expands as you type in case more room is needed.)

	Project Cost Estimates:
Amount of Local Funding Secured, Pledged and Proposed as Match:

Source and Use of Local Funds:

Amount and Use of IDED Funding Requested (no more than 10% of contract amount can be for administration):




	5. Please provide the projected beginning date for construction or implementation date and completion date if applicable. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANTS ARE TYPCIALLY AWARDED FOR PROJECTS THAT CAN BE COMPLETED WITHIN 18 MONTHS OF THE START OF THE CONTRACT!


	


Return to:

Community Development Division via e-mail to 
CDBG@iowa.gov or fax to 515-725-3010
[image: image2.jpg]Terry E. Branstad, Governor IOWA DEPARTMENT OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT Kim Reynolds, Lieutenant Governor

Debi V. Durham, Director ® 200 East Grand Avenue, Des Moines, lowa 50309 USA e Phone: 515.725.3000 ® Fax: 515.725.3010 ® www.iowalifechanging.com E




9/26/2011


2

