
 



 
ARGENTINA - URUGUAY TRADE MISSION 2016 
Buenos Aires, Rosario and Montevideo 
 
October 1 - 8, 2016 

 
Market Information  

  
Trade Mission Details 

 
Application Information  

 
Lt. Governor Kim Reynolds will lead a trade mission to Argentina and Uruguay October 1 - 8, 2016 aiming 
to expand trade opportunities for Iowa companies and products. The Iowa Economic Development 
Authority’s (IEDA) International Trade Office will coordinate the trip. 
 
Participating Iowa companies will have one-on-one pre-qualified appointments whether they are seeking 
to develop or expand direct export sales, locate distributors or agents, conduct market research or have 
other goals.   
 
Sectors:  All industry sectors are invited to participate in this mission.   
 
Space is limited for trade mission participation.  The deadline for application is August 1, 2016.  Read 
further for more information or contact Peggy Kerr at 515.725.3143 (peggy.kerr@iowa.gov).   
 

Market Information 
Argentina, which is rich in natural resources and has 
an educated and sophisticated population, has been 
performing far below its potential.  However the 
election of President Mauricio Macri in late 2015 
sent shock waves through the political 
establishment.  His first 100 days in office were 
marked by the implementation of a series of 
economic measures, which included opening 
markets, seeking foreign investors, and reactivating 
international trade.   
 
Argentina is a very attractive market for U.S. 
exporters. With imports all but frozen over the past 
four years, there is now a wide variety of market 
segments that need to import supplies, capital goods  

and services in order to manufacture locally, as well as companies that seek to import sophisticated 
technology and equipment that is not currently available in the market.  As Argentina addresses its 
current economic challenges, opportunities will increase and the possibilities available to U.S. exporters 
extends to both the public and private sectors.  This is an excellent time to begin exploring the market and 
establishing relationships. 
 
Meetings will be held in Buenos Aires and the center of the second largest economic region, Rosario.  
About 90 percent of U.S. exports to Argentina are used in local industry and agriculture such as 
computers, industrial and agricultural chemicals, agricultural and transportation equipment, machine 
tools, parts for oil field rigs, and refined fuel oil.  Argentina’s infrastructure requires major updating and 
renewal, providing significant opportunity for exporters of equipment and services for roads, ports, 
railroads, telecommunications, water and sanitation, and electric power, among others. 
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Uruguay is a market-oriented economy with an open 
trade policy which has been experiencing steady 
economic growth.  A combination of favorable 
exchange rates, higher wages, historically low 
unemployment, and consumer confidence in the 
economy has been increasing demand for imported 
products.  After twelve years of unprecedented high 
growth, the economy has gradually decelerated, but 
growth of about 3.0 percent is still projected for 
2016.   
 
The Frente Amplio (Broad Front) administration 
headed by President Tabaré Vazquez will be in 
office until March 2020 and has prioritized investing 
in infrastructure, improving education and security,  

and enhancing competitiveness.  Imports from the United States have risen in recent years following 
robust growth.  The U.S. is Uruguay’s 4th largest supplier of goods, mainly fuels, telephony equipment, 
electricity generators and agricultural machinery.  Uruguay offers U.S. firms significant advantages as a 
regional distribution platform for the MERCOSUR trade bloc.   
 
A Doing Business in Argentina and Uruguay Webinar was held on July 13.  Topics of discussion included 
an economic and general business climate overview, market opportunities and challenges, market entry 
strategies and suggestions for success.  A legal strategy is crucial when preparing your business plan to 
enter new markets. The webinar provided an overview of contract law, distribution agreements, import 
strategies, taxes and duties, forms of legal entities, and labor and employment laws in Argentina and 
Uruguay.  Speakers included Peggy Kerr, IEDA; Andrés Mazzoncini, Director – LATAM, Koobet; and Pat 
Kelly, Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.   A recording of the webinar is available at 
https://attendee.gototraining.com/5l15y/recording/6654769214267586049. 
 

Additional market background information is available at: 
 Argentina Economic Overview prepared by Koobet 

CIA - The World Factbook  
U.S. Department of Commerce Country Commercial Guide for Argentina 
U.S. Department of Commerce Country Commercial Guide for Uruguay 
U.S. Department of State Fact Sheets  
U.S. Department of State International Travel 
USDA Foreign Agricultural Service Exporter Guide for Argentina 
USDA Foreign Agricultural Service Exporter Guide for Uruguay 

 
Trade Mission Details 
 
Sectors:  ALL industry sectors are invited to participate in this 
mission.  Industry/product analysis will be conducted to determine 
appropriateness of each mission destination prior to finalizing 
participation.   
 
General Mission Itinerary:  
Saturday, October 1 – Depart U.S.  
Sunday, October 2 – Arrive Buenos Aires 
Monday, October 3 –Briefing and Business Meetings  
Tuesday, October 4 –Business Meetings 
Wednesday, October 5 – Travel to Rosario and Business Meetings 
Thursday, October 6 – Travel to Montevideo 
Friday, October 7 – Briefing and Business Meetings, Evening Departure 





https://attendee.gototraining.com/5l15y/recording/6654769214267586049
http://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/userdocs/documents/ieda/ArgentinaEconomicOverview.pdf
https://www.cia.gov/library/publications/the-world-factbook/
http://www.export.gov/ccg/argentina090711.asp
http://www.export.gov/ccg/uruguay090912.asp
http://www.state.gov/r/pa/ei/bgn/
http://www.state.gov/travel/
http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/Exporter%20Guide_Buenos%20Aires_Argentina_1-15-2013.pdf
http://gain.fas.usda.gov/Recent%20GAIN%20Publications/Uruguay%20Food%20Exporters%20Guide_Buenos%20Aires_Uruguay_1-7-2014.pdf
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Saturday, October 8 – Arrive in U.S. 
 
Participation Fee for individuals making their OWN appointments: $1,000 per participant which 
includes: 

 Group ground transportation 

 Group hosted meals 

 Business receptions, if provided 

 Pre and post mission assistance 

 On-site support while in Argentina and Uruguay during the mission dates 

 Business briefing (as needed) 

 Promotional support and complete mission planning 
 
Full Mission Participation Fee: $3,500 per participating Iowa company (up to 2 participants) which 
includes all services above PLUS the necessary research, individualized in-country business appointment 
schedules, ground transportation arrangements for mission appointments, pre-mission business briefing 
and complete mission planning.  Suitable arrangements will be made for interpreters for mission 
appointments if the participant is not bilingual, however participating companies will be responsible for 
their interpreter expenses.  Participating companies are responsible for payment of ground transportation 
expenses for mission appointments.   
 
More than two attendees per participating company will be charged an additional $1000 per person.    
 
Export Trade Assistance Program (ETAP Funding): ETAP  
funds may be available on a first-come, first-served basis to  
qualified business applicants for the trade mission. ETAP will  
reimburse 75% of an eligible company's direct expenses up  
to $4,000 per pre-approved trade mission.  Eligibility requirements  
and eligible expenses for reimbursement can be viewed at 
http://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/InternationalAssistance/ETAP.   

Estimated Mission Expenses:  
Download the summary of mission costs as well as potential ETAP reimbursement for eligible Iowa 
companies:  [PDF: 247k]    
 
IEDA Services: IEDA’s in-country contractor, Koobet, will conduct the necessary market research in 
order to arrange business meetings appropriate for each participating company's needs. Meetings will be 
held at the local company's facility whenever possible. IEDA will hold a pre-mission briefing to acquaint 
the participants with the overall itinerary, travel requirements, travel/lodging arrangements, country 
background, each other, etc. A thorough commercial and economic orientation is provided in each 
country during the mission.  

IEDA/Koobet will make hotel reservations and local transportation arrangements. Airport-hotel 
transports are provided for those traveling on the mission airline itinerary, which will be provided. 
Participants may choose to use the State's travel agent coordinating this trip or their own. Participants 
arriving or departing the countries on different airlines/flights may be responsible for their own airport-
hotel transportation expenses. Participants do travel as a group on any inter- or intra-country flights 
during the mission. Each participant is responsible for payment of their travel and lodging expenses. 
Participating companies will be responsible for payment of ground transportation expenses, and 
interpreters (if participant is not bilingual), for mission appointments.  A percentage of per diem is 
allowable under ETAP. 

Passport/Visa Requirements:  All Americans traveling by air outside the 
United States are required to present a passport or other valid travel document  



IEDA.force.com

http://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/InternationalAssistance/ETAP
http://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/userdocs/documents/ieda/AR-UY2016_Expenses.pdf
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to enter or re-enter the United States.  Passports should have a remaining validity of at least 6 months.  
One blank passport page is required for each country. 
 
Argentina: 
A valid passport is required for U.S. citizens to enter Argentina. U.S. citizens do 
not need a visa for visits of up to 90 days for tourism or business. U.S. citizens 
who arrive in Argentina with expired or damaged passports may be refused entry and returned to the 
United States at their own expense.  
 
Uruguay: 
All U.S. citizens entering Uruguay for business or pleasure must have a valid passport. If you are 
traveling on a regular passport, you do not need a visa for a visit of less than three months. There is an 
airport tax for departure, but this fee is usually part of the airfare. You may pay in U.S. dollars or in 
Uruguayan pesos.  
 
General Travel Information 
The following web sites provide links to international travel and health information.  
U.S. Department of State 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
Most travelers to Argentina need to have only their routine U.S. recommended immunizations updated. 
The one additional recommended vaccine for all travelers is Hepatitis A.  Appropriate insect repellents are 
recommended. 
 
Travel Insurance and Travel Health Insurance 
U.S. medical insurance plans often do not provide coverage for health costs when traveling abroad, let 
alone allow for emergency expenses such as medical evacuation.  Many companies offer supplemental 
policies.  Resources for international medical emergency services, health insurance and health 
information are available upon request. 

 
Application Information 
 
The deadline for trade mission application is August 1, 2016, although the sooner applications are 
received, the sooner the necessary research can begin. Applications should be detailed and specific. 
Include previous contacts to be contacted, and also those not to be contacted. Provide a profile of good 
candidates if possible.  
 

1 Traveler Information Sheet  [MS Word: 708k]  
2 Participation Fees  

Checks payable to IEDA Foundation. Invoice available upon request  
3 Copy of passport photo page 
4 Brief (2-3 paragraph) company/organization/product description for use in a promotional brochure  
5 Brief (2-3 sentences) bio for each participant 
6 Company/organization logo as vector artwork in .eps, .ai or .pdf format 
7 Participant head shot photograph in high resolution .jpg format 

 
Companies with Full Mission Participation including individualized business meetings:  

8 Mission Application [MS Word: 767k]  
9 Electronic version of relevant marketing materials, or web links 
10 ETAP application (if eligible) instructions are available at: 

http://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/InternationalAssistance/ETAP 
 

Individuals making their OWN appointments: 
11 Contact Peggy Kerr for discussion and appropriate application materials 

 

http://travel.state.gov/
http://wwwnc.cdc.gov/travel/destinations/list.htm
http://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/userdocs/documents/ieda/AR-UY2016_Traveler.doc
http://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/userdocs/documents/ieda/AR-UY2016_Application.doc
http://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/InternationalAssistance/ETAP
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Submit application materials via e-mail and/or mail to: 
Peggy Kerr 
Iowa Economic Development Authority 
200 East Grand Avenue 
Des Moines, IA 50309 
 
Contact: Peggy Kerr at 515.725.3143 (peggy.kerr@iowa.gov) with any questions.   
 
Return to International Events    www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/intlevents  

mailto:peggy.kerr@iowa.gov
mailto:peggy.kerr@iowa.gov
http://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/intlevents/
http://www.iowaeconomicdevelopment.com/intlevents

