
CDBG Recipient Guide to

Lead Federal Agency Designation

To Complete a Portion of the Environmental Review 

This guide is to be used for larger scale projects that require preparation of an Environmental Assessment and where the CDBG project is jointly funded with another agency using federal assistance such as DNR SRF or USDA-RD.  If the project is jointly funded, the CDBG recipient may either be the Lead Federal Agency or designate a Lead Federal Agency for the project.  This will allow one agency to complete the environmental review and/or historical review for the project.  As the CDBG recipient, you are not required to work with the other agency, but it is strongly encouraged in order to reduce duplication of effort.  There are several choices to make when selecting who will be the Lead Federal Agency and for determining what portion of the review the Lead Federal Agency will be responsible for completing.  Note that the CDBG Recipient remains responsible for ensuring the project fully complies with 24 CFR Part 58 even where another agency has prepared the environmental assessment.

If the CDBG recipient would like to enter into a Lead Agency Agreement, first determine the co-funding agency and then use the following list to contact them:

· Iowa DNR’s State Revolving Loan Fund – Contact:  Jean Krewson, (515) 725-0487

· USDA –RD – Contact the Environmental Representative at each district field office.  Visit http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/ia/  to determine the district office.

Complete the following steps if you or the participating funding agency will be the Lead Federal Agency:

1.  36 CFR part 800, Section 106 review:

The USDA-RD, the DNR or the CDBG recipient may be the lead federal agency and conduct the “Section 106” historical review under the requirements of 36 CFR part 800,including tribal consultation.
2.  Environmental Assessment excluding 36 CFR part 800, Section 106 review:

The USDA-RD or the CDBG recipient may be the lead federal agency to conduct the Environmental Assessment excluding 36 CFR part 800, Section 106 review.  Whoever takes on this responsibility must conduct the environmental assessment in accordance with 24 CFR Part 58 and 51.   Fill out the appropriate form to designate a lead federal agency for completing the Environmental Review. 

· USDA-RD – If the USDA-RD is designated as the lead federal agency for the Environmental Assessment excluding 36 CFR part 800, Section 106 review, they will use the same assessment as CDBG recipients so their review will cover all environmental regulations listed in 24 CFR Part 51.  

Note:  IEDA will accept USDA’s floodplain notices.

3. Make a Finding of No Significant Impact (FONSI) after the environmental assessment has been completed.  For your convenience please complete Section IV the conclusion section of the Environmental Assessment Worksheet located in this Appendix. Make sure the page is signed by the CDBG recipient Chief Elected Official.

4. Publish the combined notice to the public of Finding of No Significant Impact on the Environment (FONSI) and Notice of Intent to Request Release of Funds (FONSI/NOI-RROF notice) found in this appendix.  You must comply with local and state comment periods.  You must have all environmental paperwork in the project file before you publish the CDBG notice.  Remember, even if the designated lead agency published a FONSI notice you must still publish one, too. 

The Notice must also be sent to individuals, groups, and agencies known to be interested in the project.  A list of agencies can be found in this appendix.

5.  Submit the Request for Release of Funds and Certification found in this appendix.  After the local comment period has ended, submit this form to IEDA with a copy of the public notice.

Once received, the state comment period will begin.  After 15 days IEDA can release funds.

DNR & CDBG Recipient

Lead Federal Agency Designation for 

36 CFR Part 800, Section 106 Compliance

CDBG Recipient: 



CDBG Contract Number:




Iowa Department of Natural Resources Recipient: 







Iowa Department of Natural Resources Project Number:




Type of Project: 



Location of Project: 





For projects jointly funded by the Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) through the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program and the Iowa Department of Natural Resources (IDNR), the (please check one):  

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 CDBG Recipient


 FORMCHECKBOX 
IDNR   

will act as the lead federal agency in fulfilling the Collective responsibilities under 

36 CFR Part 800, Section 106 for the CDBG and IDNR Recipient listed above.  All submittals to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) will be made by the selected lead federal agency.

This is agreed to by the following parties:

IDNR SRF Environmental Review Specialist



Print Name

Date


502 9th Street, Des Moines, IA  50319     /     (Phone)

CDBG Recipient Chief Elected Official and Title



Print Name

Date


(Address), (City), (State)  (Zip)     /     (Phone)

IEDA CDBG Environmental Officer




Print Name

Date


200 East Grand Avenue, Des Moines, IA  50309     

CDBG Grant Administrator





Print Name

Date


(Address), (City), (State)  (Zip)     /     (Phone)

cc:
All parties listed above


Iowa SHPO Office – Attention: Section 106 Coordinator

The designated Lead Federal Agency must send this signed form to the Iowa State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) with the Request for SHPO Comment on a Project form.   

USDA-RD and CDBG Recipient

Lead Federal Agency Designation for

36 CFR Part 800, Section 106 Compliance

(USDA-RD Lead Agency Statement for Environmental Review Requirements)

CDBG Recipient: 



 CDBG Contract Number: 



Applicant: 












Type of project: 











Location of project: 











For projects jointly funded by the Iowa Economic Development Authority through the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program, and USDA RD:
1. 



 shall act as lead Federal Agency in fulfilling 

the collective responsibilities under 36 CFR Part 800 Section 106 for the 

three parties below.

2. All submittals to the State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) will be 

made by 



.

3. 



 shall complete the appropriate 

environmental review document pursuant to the National Environmental 

Policy Act for the above project.

4. 
A copy of the appropriate environmental review document will be 

provided by 



 to the CDBG grant administrator 

and the USDA RD applicant.  A copy will also be provided to the CDBG 

Recipient (if different from the USDA RD applicant), if so requested.

This is agreed to by the following parties:

USDA-RD Representative and Title




Print Name

Date

(Address), (City), (State)  (Zip)     /     (Phone)

CDBG Recipient Representative and Title



Print Name

Date

(Address), (City), (State)  (Zip)     /     (Phone)

Applicant’s Representative and Title




Print Name

Date

(Address), (City), (State)  (Zip)     /     (Phone)

IEDA Representative and Title





Print Name

Date

200 East Grand Avenue, Des Moines, IA  50309     

CDBG Grant Administrator Rep and Title



Print Name

Date

(Address), (City), (State)  (Zip)     /     (Phone)

cc:
All parties listed above and 
Iowa SHPO Office – Attention: Section 106 Coordinator
USDA-RD, DNR, & CDBG Recipient
Lead Federal Agency Designation for

Environmental Assessment Compliance
CDBG Recipient: 



CDBG Contract Number: 




USDA-Rural Development Recipient: 








Iowa Department of Natural Resources Recipient: 






Type of Project: 



 Location of Project: 





For projects jointly funded by the Iowa Economic Development Authority (IEDA) through the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) program and USDA-Rural Development (USDA -RD) the (please check one):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 USDA – RD

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 IDNR
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 CDBG Recipient

shall complete an Environmental Assessment excluding the review requirements under 36 CFR Part 800, Section 106.  Once the Environmental Assessment is complete, give a copy of all relevant paperwork to each agency.

This is agreed to by the following parties:
IDNR SRF Environmental Review Specialist



Print Name

Date

(Address), (City), (State)  (Zip)     /     (Phone)

CDBG Recipient Chief Elected Official and Title



Print Name

Date

(Address), (City), (State)  (Zip)     /     (Phone)

IEDA CDBG Environmental Officer




Print Name

Date

200 East Grand Avenue, Des Moines, IA  50309     

CDBG Grant Administrator





Print Name

Date

(Address), (City), (State)  (Zip)     /     (Phone)

USDA-RD Representative and Title




Print Name

Date

(Address), (City), (State)  (Zip)     /     (Phone)

cc:
All parties listed above


Iowa SHPO Office – Attention: Section 106 Coordinator


