
Did You Know? 

• Dubuque is Iowa’s Oldest Community - Founded in 1833 
• Located across the river from Wisconsin and Illinois 
• Population: 57,637 
• Top three employers:  Dubuque Community School District, John Deere Dubuque Works, Mercy Medical Center 
• Only Iowa county courthouse with a gold leaf dome 
• Prior to becoming a formal settlement, the Meskwakie Tribe cared for the land and resources found along the 

Mississippi River Valley 
• First permanent settler to the area was a French-Canadian fur trader named Julien Dubuque who befriended the 

caretakers of this area and would later settle it 
• It’s believed Dubuque married Meskwaki Chief Peosta's daughter, Potosa from letters referring to Madame 

Dubuque  
• Fenelon Place Elevator - originally built for private use, and its primary function was to transport citizens up the 

bluff for the lunch hour. This funicular wins the world record for shortest and steepest railway with a length of 
296 feet and climbing an elevation of 189 feet at a 41-degree angle.  

• The Dubuque Farmers’ Market is the longest running farmers’ market in Iowa, started in 1858 
• Dubuque has three established Sister City relationships: Handan, China; Pyatigorsk, Russia; and Dornbirn, Austria 
• Dubuque is home to nationally acclaimed sweet shops, with Betty Jane Candies featured in Grammy Award Bags 

and Trapestine Caramels recently featured on the Today Show! 
• Mississippi River is 2,320 miles long 
• It takes 90 days for a drop of water to travel the entire length of the Mississippi River 
• From its source in northern Minnesota to the Gulf of Mexico, the Mississippi River drops 1,475 feet 
• The Mississippi and Missouri Rivers combine to form the longest river system in the U.S. and North America. It’s 

also the fourth longest in the world.  
• Dubuque has been featured in films like F.I.S.T., Take This Job and Shove It, and Oscar-nominated Field of 

Dreams.  
• Kate Mulgrew grew up in Dubuque and is best known for roles like 'Captain Janeway' on Star Trek: Voyager and 

'Red' on Orange is the New Black. Her family continues to live in the area and are influential in Dubuque’s arts 
and culture. 

• Known for his series of novels that inspired HBO series ‘Game of Thrones’, George RR Martin was a journalism 
professor at Clarke University in 1976. He drew inspiration for his novels from Dubuque’s unique landscape and 
landmarks like the Fenelon Place Elevator.  

• Jay Berwanger was the first Heisman Trophy winner and is originally from Dubuque. 
• Tony Danza attended University of Dubuque. 
• It is legend that notorious gangster, Al Capone, would hide out at the historic Hotel Julien Dubuque in the 1920s 

when things were 'too hot to handle' in Chicago. He reportedly made use of an underground garage to hide his 
cars and further conceal his presence. 

• Peak weekend for fall colors in Dubuque is said to be the weekend closest to October 10 
• Dubuque is home to Iowa’s first brewery, the area is now home to seven breweries 
• St. Luke’s United Methodist Church is the oldest church in Iowa 
• Dubuque is home to two Smithsonian-affiliated museums, the National Mississippi River Museum & Aquarium 

and the Dubuque Museum of Art 
• The Dubuque Museum of Art is Iowa’s oldest cultural institution 
• There are roughly 30 murals located throughout Dubuque. 


