
Over rocks, up hills and down ravines, U.S. military 
vehicles need to be flexible and nimble. And military 
contractors making these critical battlefield tools 
need reliable partners that collaborate, innovate 
and bring excellence in quality. Where are such 
suppliers found? Iowa.

Rosenboom Machine and Tool Inc. continues 
to grow its advanced manufacturing business 
in Iowa because of its partnership with a major 
defense contractor. Due in part to the innovation 
and collaborative spirit of Rosenboom, military 
vehicles are about to get lighter, faster and more 
agile. After eight years of product development 
and testing, Rosenboom will be supplying the fluid 
actuators for the new Joint Light Terrain Vehicle 
(JLTV). The actuators will be leveraged in the JLTV’s 
suspension system, giving it a 20-inch leeway to 
navigate off-road obstacles in combat zones.

“This vehicle travels 70 percent faster than the 
competition. So, that’s a good deal. And being  
part of that, you know, it means a lot to us and  
our employees,” said Lary Rosenboom, president 
and CEO.

IOWA’S SUCCESS 
COMES IN CLUSTERS.
Innovation happens when industries cluster in Iowa.

“THE FACT THAT THERE’S A LOT OF 
ADVANCED MANUFACTURING GOING ON IN 
IOWA HELPS US TO GROW. AND WE HAVE 
SOME EXCELLENT MANUFACTURERS IN 
IOWA THAT BRING A LOT TO THE TABLE 
WHEN WE WORK FOR THEM.”
  — LARY ROSENBOOM,  
  PRESIDENT AND CEO 



PARTNERSHIP MAKES IT POSSIBLE 
Over the next few years, the JLTVs will replace the 
military’s widely recognized Humvee, which was not 
originally designed for off-road travel. The Army has 
ordered 17,000 new JLTVs that will be built by Oshkosh 
Defense – the company with which Rosenboom has 
been collaborating. Given the military’s aging fleet of 
Humvees, Rosenboom expects the order from Oshkosh 
for its patented fluid actuators to increase.  
The need is so great Rosenboom is investing $16.1 
million to expand facilities and hire 54 new employees 
to meet production needs.

“We know all of this is accomplished with partnership,” 
Rosenboom said. “We appreciate the partnership 
with the city of Sheldon and the state of Iowa. The 
assistance from the Iowa Economic Development 
Authority helped to make this project feasible here and 
will help us with training to develop the skills needed in 
this project.”

IOWA FOSTERS SUCCESS 
Rosenboom’s clientele extends far beyond Oshkosh 
Defense and the United States military. The company 
is so versatile; it creates hydraulic cylinders for a whole 
host of manufacturers. Skid loaders, garbage trucks, 
aerial bucket trucks and even solar panels incorporate 
hydraulic cylinders to help raise and lower their heavy 
components.

“There aren’t very many towns in Iowa where you won’t 
see our product around,” said Rosenboom.

IOWA CURRENTLY RANKS EIGHTH 
AMONG STATES WITH STRONG 
MANUFACTURING GDP.

Rosenboom Machine and Tool Inc., Spirit Lake, IA



 
 
Over the company’s 42-year history, Rosenboom has 
expanded at least eight times. It now operates three 
manufacturing plants and employs nearly 800 people. 
The CEO attributes that success to two things. First, 
Rosenboom says the family-owned business upholds 
a commitment to service – not only to the community 
but to its customers. Second, he credits their customers 
who push the company to collaborate and innovate.

“We design solutions for our customers,” said 
Rosenboom. “The fact that there’s a lot of advanced 
manufacturing going on in Iowa helps us to grow. And 
we have some excellent manufacturers in Iowa that bring 
a lot to the table when we work for them.”

Manufacturing in Iowa is so robust it’s the state’s 
single largest business sector. Iowa’s annual GDP for 
advanced manufacturing is $29 billion – more than 
double the GDP from agriculture. This makes finding 
suppliers in Iowa just as easy as finding customers. 
For Rosenboom, most of the company’s business 
transactions happen within a 600-mile radius.

“Any component that we don’t build, you know, we 
look first in Iowa to buy because we’ve got good 
manufacturers in Iowa. Not only that, the shortest route 
to our plant is the best route,” said Rosenboom.

Visit iowaeconomicdevelopment.com 

to learn more about striking the right 

work/life balance in Iowa.

IOWA HAS 4,000 
MANUFACTURERS, 
OPERATING MORE THAN 6,600 
FACTORIES AND EMPLOYING 
200,000 WORKERS.


